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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


“IN MATTERS of training and education, too many voices 
speak for the building industry . .. Sometimes overlapping 
or contradictory, but always leaving both industry and education 
without that guidance from central authority which is essential 
to real progress. This confusion may well result from the 
apparent disinterest of the Institute of Builders,” states Mr. 
Thos. E. Scott in a letter. p. 359 


THE FIFTH ARTICLE in our series, ‘‘ Progress on the New 
Towns,” covers Cwmbran, the only new town so far proposed 
for Wales and Monmouthshire. p. 361 


THE DESIGNS placed 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the competition for 
flats on a site at Golden-lane, Finsbury, for the City Corpora- 
tion are illustrated and extracts from the reports accompanying 
them are given on p. 371 


SOME OBSERVATIONS on the four premiated designs in 
the City competition are made by Mr. Arthur Kenyon, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., on p. 380 


REFERRING to the present-day housing problem at the annual 
meeting of the Abbey National Building Society on February 29, 
Mr. Stanley C. Ramsay, F.R.I.B.A., deputy-chairman, said what 
was wanted was a long-term policy—envisaging what resources 
of men and materials were available, and the utilisation of all 
means of production, including the private house builders as 
well as the local authorities. p. 381 


AN INCREASE in the housing subsidy rates was announced by 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, on February 28. The new rates of subsidy as 
broposed are shown in a table and they should apply to houses 
completed after February 28. p. 383 




























































THE NEW HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


ME: MACMILLAN’S decision to increase the housing 
subsidies may be said to be the natural consequence 
of the raising of the interest rate on loans from the Public 
Works Loan Board. The Government might have decided 
that the resultant increase in local authority costs should 
be passed on to the tenants in the form of higher rentals, but 
this would have been a difficult course; quite apart from 
political considerations and the obvious undesirability of 
further increases in the cost of living, council rents are already 
so high as to cause concern regarding the social consequences. 
In all these circumstances, and failing a bolder approach 
through something analogous to a means test for council 
tenants, an increase in the subsidies is the obvious course. 

The increases are substantial. The general standard subsidy 
will be raised by more than half—from {22 to £35 12s., of 
which £26 14s. will come from the Exchequer and £8 18s. 
from local rates. (The previous contributions were Exchequer 
£16 tos., local authority £5 10s.) The special subsidies for 
agricultural houses and flats on expensive sites will also be 
raised. It would seem that these increases will more than 
offset the higher loan charges, and will help to some extent to 
meet the higher cost of building. 

There has already been criticism of the new subsidies on 
the ground that the whole increase should have been borne 
by the Exchequer. That is surely unreasonable. The local 
authorities are the most suitable agency for subsidised house- 
building, and it is only proper therefore that they should bear 
some of the financial responsibility. It has also to be borne 
in mind that the statutory rate contributions are only the 
minimum which the local authority must make in order to 
qualify for the Exchequer grant. Many local authorities 
contribute more, and those who are in a position to do so 
cannot complain if the minimum is raised. 

Some authorities may, however, feel the pinch. The 
County of Lancashire Development Plan, for instance, draws 
attention to the difficulties of local authorities in the north- 
eastern part of the county who are likely to be faced with a 
growing problem of obsolescence and redevelopment with 
declining financial resources with which to meet it. It must, 
indeed, be asked whether as a nation we are not undertaking 
too heavy a burden of subsidised housing ? At the new rates 
of subsidy each council house will, over a period of 60 years, 
cost the taxpayer and the ratepayer a minimum of £2,136. 
Agricultural houses, flats on expensive sites, and certain other 
categories may cost more, and under the Town Development 
Bill higher subsidies are proposed for houses built by local 
authorities to provide for overspill from congested areas. 

The financial problem posed by these facts is formidable: 
five million houses and flats subsidised to the extent of £2,000 
to £3,000 each would cost the nation between £10,000,000,000 
and £15,000,000,000. Even if these vast sums can be 
afforded, there remains a considerable moral problem : is it 
just that a substantial class of council house tenants should be 
subsidised at the expense of the whole country? Local 
authority housing activity sprang from the need to rehouse 
displaced slum-dwellers for whom there would otherwise have 
been no alternative accommodation. Few will complain at 
the expenditure of public money to help the less fortunate 
members of the community, but local authority housing is no 
longer limited to this function: to-day subsidised housing 
may be provided for all classes of the community irrespective 
of their financial position. There must be many people who, 
through the payment of rates and taxes, are helping to 
subsidise council house tenants who are better off than them- 
selves. 


Both on financial and social grounds, therefore, serious 
thought should be given to the finance of housebuilding. The 
time may not be ripe for drastic changes yet—but it is certainly 
time to begin some hard thinking, A Royal Commission, 
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for instance, could very profitably spend time reviewing the 
whole situation and making recommendations for the future. 
The new subsidies will require legislation before they can 
become effective, and Mr. Macmillan would be rendering a 
signal service if he would take the opportunity afforded by the 
introduction of this legislation to announce the setting up of a 
Commission. ‘There will doubtless be those who would 
represent such a move as an attack on the fabric of the welfare 
state and the social services, but it need not be so. There is a 
vital distinction between subsidised housing and such services 
as the food subsidies, free health and free education. We 
(or our children) can all share in these things if we wish, but 
we cannot all have the benefits of municipal housing ; while, 
therefore, it may be reasonable that we should all contribute 
to some aspects of the welfare state, it is not reasonable that 
-everybody should have to contribute to indiscriminate housing 
subsidies. ‘There is no reason why the local authorities should 
not continue to play a major part in the provision of new 
houses, but the automatic payment of subsidy on every 
house so built cannot continue indefinitely. 


HOUSES FOR MINERS 


ON the same day that the new housing subsidies were 

announced came news of a special housing programme 
for the coal mining industry. A housing association has been 
set up by the National Coal Board to do the work where it 
would place an undue burden on the local authority. The 
houses will be built mainly in those coalfields where men are 
most needed, such as parts of Yorkshire, Lancashire, the 
Midlands and South Wales; some houses will also be built 
in Scotland, where the Scottish Special Housing Association 
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will operate on behalf of the Coal Board. The houses will be 
built to the usual council house standards and will qualify 
for State subsidy, but the capital will be found by the Coal 
Board, who in some cases will be able to provide the land. 


Coal is so much the foundation of our economic recoyery 
that any steps, such as the provision of houses, which will 
bring in more miners and so increase output are more than 
welcome. As a precedent, however, this particular step is 
dangerous. There is, of course, nothing new in the formation 
with Government assistance of a housing association by an 
industrial concern to provide accommodation for its employees. 
But the scale of the Coal Board’s housing programme is likely 
to be such as to interfere to a significant extent with the normal 
housing allocations—if it does not do so, it is not likely to be 
an effective programme. It would seem, moreover, that this 
is the first time that a special housing priority has been given 
to a particular industrial class as a deliberate act of policy. 
Already claims are being staked for special housing privileges 
for other industries ; Lord Douglas of Kirtleside; Chairman 
of British European Airways, suggested last week-end that 
the priority for miners’ houses might be extended to the 
aircraft industry. And there are other industries for whom a 
good case might be made out. 

Such claims should be resisted. The proper solution of 
our housing problems is an adequate supply of houses for all 
classes of the population, not rationing according to vocation. 
It may be a long time before we have all the houses we want, 
but expedients of this sort will tend to delay the achievement 
of that aim. In the case of coal it may be a justifiable 
expedient, but it remains an expedient, and the Government 
should not allow it to be extended further. 










































NOTES & NEWS 


CITY FLATS COMPETITION 


N innovation in architectural com- 
petitions was sprung last week 
when Mr. Donald H. McMorran, 
F.R.I.B.A., attended a Press conference in 
Guildhall crypt and gave reasons for his 
award in the competition for flats in 
Finsbury for the City Corporation. It is 
no small feat of courage to face questions 
from technical journalists on the merits 
of a particular scheme and Mr. McMorran 
(who obviously knew his designs) came 
out of the test with very high marks. 
The winning design, we gather, is not 
acceptable to everyone (what competition 
winning design ever was ?) but it may well 
develop into a fully satisfactory scheme. 
In commending the City Corporation 
on arranging for this Press session, we 
should also like to congratulate them on 
the happy thought of inviting all com- 
petitors to the opening in Guildhall on 
Monday next of the full exhibition of 
designs. 


i WHITEHALL-PLACE STATUARY 


Two Groups of statuary representing 
‘** Agriculture ” and ‘‘ Sea and Fisheries ” 
have been completed by Mr. James 
Woodford, R.A., to the order of the 
Ministry of Works, for the new Govern- 
ment office building in Whitehall-place 
which is to be the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Mr. Woodford’s groups stand on 18-ft. 
piers on either side of the main entrance 
in Whitehall-place. Between them, over 
the doorway, is a carved coat of arms. 
Eight carved keystones at the head of the 
ground floor depict fishes, sea shells and 
farm animals. 














































“* Agriculture,” at the left of the entrance 
to the new building, shows a youth astride 
a bull. He holds a scythe in his right 
hand and corn in his left; carvings of 
fruits and birds lead towards the wall 
surface. At the base of the figures are 
heraldic renderings of Earth, with a pig’s 
head and a sheep’s head in relief. The 
whole group is 6 ft. high. 

In ‘‘ Sea and Fisheries,” the group on 


the right of the entrance, is a youth 
astride a dolphin, with groups of fishes on 
each side leaping towards the wall surface, 
At the base are heraldic renderings of 
Water, with a relief of fish on each side. 
This group also is 6 ft. high. 

The coat of arms centrepiece is flanked 
by an upright rendering of corn sup- 
ported underneath by two dolphins and 
decorative water. 





SCULPTURE ON THE WHITEHALL GOVERNMENT BUILDING. Seen above 
are sculptures representing Agriculture and Fisheries now in position on the new buildings 


in Whitehall-place for the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


The sculptor is James 


Woodford, RA, and the architect, E. Vincent Harris, RA. 
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SWEDISH ARCHITECTURE 


AN EXHIBITION of photographs of 
modern Swedish architecture was opened 
at the Building Centre, W.C.1, on Feb- 
ruary 29 by the. Swedish Ambassador, 
M. Gunnar Hagglof. Among those 
present were Professor Paul Hedquist, 
President of the Swedish Society of 
Architects, and Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
O.M., R.A., PP.R.I.B.A., president of 
the Building Centre Council. = 


In a foreword to the catalogue, Pro- 
fessor Hedquist draws attention to the 
fact that since 1924 no _ representative 
exhibition of Swedish architecture has 
been held in this country, and Swedish 
architects are accordingly all the more 
pleased to have the opportunity of 
showing a selection of their contemporary 
work in Britain. The exhibition is the 
first to be held at the new premises. 


The exhibition photographs are large 
and bold, and their arrangement on 
screens allows them to be seen to the best 
advantage. The general impression 
created—and we are told that the exhibi- 
tion includes “‘ most of the best, some 
of the not so good, and none of the worst” 
of contemporary work—is of a_ highly 
civilised standard of design in which the 
buildings of any one period show a far 
greater similarity of style than is met 
with in this country. In addition to the 
photographs, a display of printed and 
woven Swedish textiles provides a pleasant 
foil to the black-and-white of the illus- 
trations. There is also a small but interest- 
ing display of Swedish building materials. 


The exhibition, the architect for which 
is Mr. Alf Byden, of Stockholm, is open 
daily from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Saturdays 
to 1 p.m.) until March 29. 


EDUCATION POST, N. IRELAND 


THE Government of Northern Ireland 
invite applications by March 20 for the post 
of Senior Architect in the Ministry of 
Education. Salary £1,300-—£50-£1,500 
with weighting allowance. Details 
advertised in this issue. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, March 6, 1852 

BuILpErs’ TENDERS.—The tenders sent 

in from builders invited, for some additions 


and alterations, Nos. 5 and 6, Newington 
Causeway, were :— 


£ 
Brass and Son ... 1,450 
Pritchard and Son 1,437 
John Wilson at 1,394 
Locke and Nesham 1,393 
Lawrence and Sons 1,382 
Thos. Rider as 1.366 
James Cooper ... «« 1,356 


Mr. Cooper has written to us complain- 
ing that though his tender was the lowest, 
use he would not undertake it for 
1,200/., the work is being done by a party 
who did not tender ; and he urges persons 
who are invited to tender for works to 
stipulate that, if executed, one of the 
Patties tendering should be accepted, 
and that such irregular proceedings should 


not be countenanced by respectable 
builders.” 
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ACANTHUS — 


‘Congratulations, Pipkin, on your scrap 
metal drive.” 





PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. A. BEAUMONT OWLES, A.R.I.B.A., practising 
under the style of Messrs. BOSTOCK AND PARTNERS, 
has opened an office at Ide House, 12, Fife-road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames, where he will be glad to 
receive trade catalogues and literature. Telephone 
number will be notified later. Mr. Owles’ main office 
continues at Central Hall Buildings, Station Approach, 
Southall, Middx. (Tel.: Southall 3491.) 

Mr. F. R. CLARK, F.1.A.S., quantity surveyor, 120, 
Moorgate, E.C.1, has taken into partnership Mr. J. W. 
GEARING, A.R.I.C.S., with whom he has worked for 
many years. The practice will continue under the 
name of CLARK AND GEARING. 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, MARCH 7 
B.B.C. THIRD PROGRAMME.—Talk by Mr. Fello 
Atkinson, A.R.I.B.A., on American commercial build- 
ings. 8.5 p.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH 10 

CORPORATION OF CITY OF LONDON.—Opening of 
public exhibition of winning designs submitted in 
competition for a housing scheme at Golden-lane, 
E.C. Guildhall, E.C. 1 p.m. (Daily 10 am. to 
5 p.m., until March 15). 

R.1.B.A. (Liprary Group).—Identifying drawings in 
the possession of R.I.B.A. Library. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 6p.m. 

FEDERATION OF PAINTING CONTRACTORS.—Annual 
dinner and dance at which Mr. David Eccles, Minister 


of Works, will be present. Dorchester Hotel, 6.15 p.m., 


TUESDAY, MARCH 11 
INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS.— 
“ Colour Relationships,” by Mr. J.Lawrence. Building 
Centre, Store-street, W.C.1. 6.30 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGIN- 
EERS.—Annual dinner (postponed from February 13). 
Savoy Hotel, Strand. 7.15 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 

RoyaL Society oF Arts.—‘‘ The Utilisation of 
Organic Waste Matter in Domestic Refuse and 
Sewage,” by Mr. J. C. Wylie, B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E. 
R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon to be 
followed by a talk on the work of the National House- 
builders’ Registration Council, by Mr. N. H. Walls, 
F.R.San.I., A.I.Struct.E. Derry and Toms’ Restau- 
rant, Kensington High-street, W.8. 1 p.m. 

A.A. DRAMATIC SociETY.—Presentation of ‘‘ The 
Infernal Machine,” by Jean Cocteau. Riverside Theatre, 
Battersea Park. 7.30 p.m. Also on March 13 and 14. 

INDUSTRIAL CO-PARTNERSHIP ASSOCIATION.—Buffet 
lunch meeting at which Mr. R. M. Shone, C.B.E., will 
talk on “‘ Steel in the National Economy.” Royal Empire 
Society, Northumberland-avenue., W.C.2. 12.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 13 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S INSTITUTES.— 
Opening of exhibition of handicrafts. Victoria and 
Albert Museum, South Kensington. (Daily 10 a.m. to 
5.45 p.m. Sundays, 2.30 to 5.45 p.m.) Until March 26. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your leading article of February 1, 
will have interested many who, like 
myself, have asked similar questions for 
a number of years. Those who are 
closely connected with building education 
will eagerly await the reactions of the 
Council of the Institute of Builders. 

As you rightly state, none will question 
the position of the Institute as the properly 
constituted authority on higher education 
for the industry, but it is difficult to find 
reasons for the policy of isolation which 
not only denies to educationists the 
guidance they would welcome but ignores 
the advantages of collaboration with 
Universities and technical ‘colleges which 
other professions appear to appreciate. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that, in matters 
of training and education, too many voices 
speak for the industry: organisations at 
national and regional levels appear to 
express views and make recommendations, 
sometimes overlapping or contradictory, 
but always leaving both industry and 
education without that guidance from 
central authority which is essential to real 
progress. This confusion of direction 
may well result from the apparent dis- 
interest of the Institute of Builders, for 
there can be little doubt that if education 
and examination for the industry—or 
should I say profession ?—were controlled 
by a generally recognised and accepted 
authority as in most professions, other 
reputable organisations within the industry 
would not feel the need for independent 
study of educational problems. ‘This is 
in no way to criticise the excellent work 
those organisations have done, or to 
belittle the valuable and _ enthusiastic 
contributions of those few leaders of 
industry who devote so much time and 
thought to education ; but there can be 
no doubt that their efforts would be so 
much more effective if they were co- 
ordinated into one nation-wide scheme. 

Ideally, I would like to see the Institute 
controlling all technical education for the 
industry, ranging from the training of appren- 
tice craftsmen to the examination of managers 
and principals qualifying for membership. 
The City and Guilds of London Institute, 
surely the finest institution of its kind in the 
world, must continue to provide for the 
examination of craftsmen, and National 
Diplomas and Certificates ought, by their 
very nature, to remain largely a responsibility 
of the Ministry of Education; but both 
should to some extent form part of a com- 
prehensive system of education and examina- 
tion. Such a system ought also to concern 
itself with the training of foremen, clerks of 
works, and the many grades and classes of 
men who contribute to the output of the 
industry. Consultation with the interested 
professions of Architecture and Surveying 
would no doubt be welcomed by all concerned, 
but most important of all would be the closest 
possible liaison with education. Education 
and examination cannot remain separated as 
they are at present, for there is no evidence 
that the Institute is in any way interested in 
the training of those who sit the examinations. 

The examination system of the Institute 
could with advantage be related to a definite 
policy of recruitment : this is not to advocate 
either full-time college training or training 
by experience in industry to the exclusion of 
the other ; there is probably room for both 
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methods in building as in many professions. 
But there could be, with advantage, a more 
generally understood method of entry and 
eventual qualification, calculated to attract 
young men of the right calibre into one of the 
most important and interesting industries in 
present-day civilisation. 

It is unfortunate that the Working Party 
Report and the Productivity Team Report 
more or less ignore the subject of building 
education ; both missed an opportunity of 
studying and making authoritative recom- 
mendations which, by giving a lead, might 
have unified the efforts of all interested parties: 

Without in any way underrating the work of 
the technical colleges, it might be submitted 
that the present system of education for build- 
ing is in no way comparable with that of other 
major industries ; certainly there is no pro- 
vision for post-graduate study which, in many 
fields, makes such valuable contributions to 
industrial knowledge and efficiency. 

The acceptance by the Institute of the 
responsibilities implied in your questions 
might well lead to tremendous advances in 
building education, and result in the creation 
of an educational system worthy of the great 
traditions of the industry and commensurate 
with its opportunities to serve the community. 

I await with interest, but also apprehension, 
the publication of a reply from the Institute. 

Tuos. E. Scotr [C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A.] 
Head of Department of Architecture, 
Surveying and Building, The Northern 

Polytechnic. 
Holloway, N.7. 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


ag was indeed gratifying to read 

the correspondence following your 
leading article of February 1 on the 
Institute of Builders, and it does support 
the view of many interested in the status 
of the builder that much can be done to 
improve this. 

In my opinion, all in the industry 
should work for the employment of only 
well trained and qualified personnel, 
both in the crafts and in management. 
Construction of buildings can affect the 
health of the user in many ways, but the 
present position is that any unqualified 
person can offer the public service in any 
field of the industry and generally to the 
detriment of the better educated and 
experienced men who do know good 
standards of work. 

The ultimate aim therefore should 
surely be that all practising builders do 
possess a suitable professional qualifica- 
tion, and as one of their codes only employ 
qualified craftsmen. 

The bodies exist today to offer suitable 
and acceptable standards of proficiency, 
but appear to lack cohesive power to go 
forward on such a path. The Institute 
of Builders at present are in a position to 
take a lead in the right direction. 

The industry surely cannot really 
progress whilst the fact remains that the 
better a job is executed the more likely 
it is to result in a loss of remuneration to 
the builder. The public pays its pro- 
fessional advisers on a fee basis; why not 
the builder, whose services are often as 
good as personal ? 

It will be interesting to read the views 
of others on this suggested long-term 
policy. 

M. C. HEatu. 

14, Gabriel-street, 
Forest Hill, S.E.23. 


THE BUILDER 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—The article in your issue of 
February 22 on the very steep rise 
of building costs in relation to the costs 
of materials and labour during the past 
few years, and its very instructive graphs, 
will have interested most of your readers, 
and one hopes that this article will have 
caused a heart searching among the 
building fraternity. I disagree, however, 
with your diagnosis that the main cause 
of this excessive rise are the “‘ Rise and 
Fall” clauses in the usual form of con- 
tract. 

This is perhaps one of the causes,, as 
are also the increases in insurance contribu- 
tions, holiday payments, welfare, safety, 
etc., but in my opinion the main factor 
is the additional burden of salaries paid 
to contract managers, agents, supervisors, 
etc. In the past the general foreman 
carried out the work for his employer 
direct and he stood or fell on its result 
with no liaison officers to add to its cost. 
It has been stated that the present form 
of administration is necessary owing to 
the inefficiency of present-day foremen. 
It is therefore to the advantage of these 
supervisory staffs to employ inefficient 
foremen on their jobs in order to justify 
their own existence. ‘They advocate the 
use of educational classes for builders’ 
general foremen, but exclude from the 
teaching staff the practical general foreman 
who is actually engaged on large-scale 
building works and recommend the 
engagement of part-time day school 
teachers, craft instructors, etc., for this 
training. 

The remedy lies entirely with the 
building employers themselves, and- the 
sooner they dispense with this cumbersome 
and expensive form of administration, 
the sooner will these excessive costs be 
reduced. 

W. TOLtey. 

38, Queenswood-road, S.E.23. 


BUILDING WAGES AND 
INFLATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—To Mr. Simmons first. I do 
not know, nor should I know, ‘“‘ that 
increases are made that are not related to 
the cost of living.” Technically, wage 
increases may be given without officially 
bringing in the retail price index, but in 
fact wage demands are made because of 
rising costs. : 

My “wild and inaccurate ” statements 
are easily verifiable. Reference to The 
Economist, among other similar journals, 
will establish whether profits are wide- 
spread and high, or not. The ordinary 
daily Press has not proved reluctant in 
drawing attention to the financial opera- 
tions of Imperial Tobacco, Woolworth’s, 
Bowater’s Paper Mills, Inveresk Paper Co., 
etc. I am aware of the fact that profits 
are taxable, but I am not arguing about 
the destination or the result of making 
profits. My comment was on their 
extravagant production. 

To Mr. Hosken again. 


’ 


I agree that 


increased costs depress the standard of 
living—subject to my main point, which 
is that the depression can be countered 
Mr. 


only by increased wages. Hosken 
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adopts the well-worn practice of imputing 
to me something I have not said and then 
demolishing it. I have neither said nor 
implied that workers (or everyone, if he 
and Mr. Simmons dislike the term 
‘‘ workers ’’) should have rights and no 
responsibilities. 

We are arguing, of course, on entirely 
different bases. I contend, as I am sure 
your other two correspondents do not, 
that our economic distress is mainly due 
to the wastage of our resources on what is 
called ‘“‘ defence”? (this in itself a very 
fruitful source of profit), and that while 
this is so there is no solution and can be 
no solution of our problems. 

H. HEUMANN. 

Statistical and Research Dept., National 

Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
Federal House, S.W.4. 


SPARE-TIME HOUSEBUILDING 
To the Editot of The Builder 


IR,—The first two of fifty houses 

which fifty workers from Fort Dunlop 

are building in their spare time are now 

occupied. Eight others are nearly 

finished, and licences have been granted 
to complete ten more this year. 

Here, successfully demonstrated, we 
have an idea which in the present 
emergency could make a_= splendid 
contribution to the push for houses. 
With the call for greater production 
coming on top of a labour shortage, 
already acute in the building industry, 
it would be of first-rate practical usefulness 
if municipalities would give a lead and 
show the thousands ready to do so how 
they can set about building their own 
houses in their spare time. The desperate 
need for houses is obvious, and enthusiasm 
for self-help building, competently 
directed, can achieve and is achieving ina 
number of instances truly remarkable 
results. 

The potential labour force is enormous. 
Since our own enterprise became known 
we have been overwhelmed with inquiries 
asking us how to go about it from housing 


associations, industrialists, teachers, 
clergymen and Rotarians in England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Wales. We have 


told them how, in the leisure hours of 
twelve months, our fifty workers fitted 
themselves to begin building under a full- 
time foreman when they came off their 
daily shift in the factory, sticking it out 
at week-ends, during holidays, arid by 
floodlight when the evenings drew in. 
That achievement has inspired houseless 
people everywhere who are only too eager 
to follow suit if they could be given the 
chance. A. R. BioxHam, 
President, Fortitude 
Housing Association. 
163, Benedon-road, 
Sheldon, Birmingham, 26. 


**s Details of this scheme together with a description 
of the houses were given in our issue of October 26 
last.—Eb. 


THIRD PROGRAMME TALK 


Mr. FeLtto ATKINSON, A.R.I.B.A., is 
to speak about large American commercial 
buildings in the next ‘“ Prospect” pro- 
gramme (the B.B.C. Third Programmes 
monthly review of current questions 10 
architecture and town planning) to-day 
March 7, at 8.5 p.m. 
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THE BUILDER 


PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS 
5.—CWMBRAN 


[By Our Special Representative] 


CORAL, the only new town so far 
proposed for Wales and Monmouth- 
shire, is now beginning to emerge in 
physical form. It was in November, 
1949, that the area for the town was 
designated by the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, and the setting up of 
the Cwmbran Development Corporation 
followed within the month. Most of the 
intervening period has perforce been 
occupied with the preparation of the 
master plan for the new town, a task 
entrusted to Messrs. A. Minoprio and 
Spencely and P. W. Macfarlane, and the 
vast amount of preliminary work that 
must necessarily precede such a large 
venture. ‘The master plan was submitted 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government some little time ago and the 
Corporation have now received the obser- 
vations of the Minister upon the plan. 

The new town of Cwmbran is situated 
some five miles to the north of Newport, 
Monmouthshire, mainly to the west of the 
Newport-Abergavenny main road. The 
designated area extends to 3,160 acres, 
nearly five square miles, and while it 
consists mainly of open land the area 
contains a _ considerable population, 
numbering about 13,000, and industries 
employing over 6,000. The ultimate 
population at present envisaged is 35,000, 
and one of the chief problems before the 
Corporation as the town develops will be 
to combine the existing development, not 
a little of which consists of old housing 
of an obsolescent type, with the new. To 
add to the complexity of the situation four 
large factories outside the designated area 
which, for various reasons, will make 
permanent demands upon the new town 
for accommodation, have to be taken into 
account. 

There is thus ample employment for 
the present inhabitants, and the primary 
task of the Corporation accordingly be- 
comes one of providing housing; as a 
precaution, however, areas are to be set 
aside for the expansion of existing factories, 
or the establishment of new _ works, 
should changing circumstances make this 
desirable. 


THE NEIGHBOURHOOD UNITS 


_ As the master plan indicates, the town 
s.to be divided into seven residential 
neighbourhoods, each with a population 
of about 5,000 ;' here let it be said that 
the master plan imposes no_ inflexible 
pattern upon the development of the town, 
and is regarded by the Corporation 
essentially as a “‘land use”? map rather 

an a scheme to be followed out in 
minute detail. The Corporation’s Chief 
Architect, Mr. J. C. P. West, A.R.I.B.A. 
AM.T.P.I., has prepared detailed layout 
Plans of the Pontnewydd neighbourhood 
unit, and houses designed by his depart- 
Ment are in course of erection in the western 
Part of the Pontnewydd area. Here 
toads and services have been practically 
completed for some 300 two-, three-, 


and four-bedroom houses, and contracts 
have been let accordingly. About 150 
houses are actually under construction, 
and it is hoped to put a further 110 out 
to tender in the near future. Of the 
housing contracts already let here 193 
houses are to be of “‘ No-Fines ” construc- 
tion, to the Corporation’s own design, 
while traditional houses are being erected 
on the steeper contours, where the nature 


. 
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of the ground does not lend itself so 
readily to ‘‘ poured” construction. 


HOUSING INNOVATIONS 


Among the types of terrace house now 
going up at West Pontnewydd is a north 
aspect house which closely resembles the 
winning design in The Builder £1,000 
House Competition last year. In another 
type of three-bedroom house (east-west 
aspect) a type plan has been devel- 
oped in which both back and front 
doors are entered from the same entrance 
porch ; in a recent tour of the new town 
none of the houses of this type was yet 
finished, but construction had gone far 
enough to indicate that this might well 
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HOUSING AT PONTNEWYDD WEST : Plans and elevations of houses of type 20 /4. 
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provide a happy solution of the problem 
of providing for both “front” and 
“back ” doors on the same side in terrace 
housing. 

To provide urgently needed housing 
while the Corporation’s own architectural 
staff was being built up, Messrs. Minoprio 
and Spencely were asked to design 
63 dwellings at Tynewydd, a part of 
the existing built-up area of the Pont- 
newydd neighbourhood, and these are now 
well on the way to completion. The 
road layout for this small scheme was 

} carried out under the direction of the 
| first floor plan Corporation’s Chief Engineer, Lt.-Col. A. 
) Borlase, T.D., A.M.1I.C.E., A.M.I.Mun.E. 
ee : In addition to those mentioned above, 
and housing work being carried out by the STORE 
Cwmbran Urban District Council, two oe 
other housing schemes are also being 
carried out within the designated area. 
One, a scheme for 14 houses, is under 
construction at Garw, in the Croes-y- 
Ceiliog neighbourhood, the houses being 
to the design of Messrs. Thomas and 
Morgan and Partners, of Pontypridd. KITCHEN 
These houses are of similar design to some 
recently built by the Pontypool Rural 
District Council. The other consists of 
144 dwellings (44 of which are at present 1 
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“4 Housing Association for employees of 
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a a oe oe Messrs. Girlings. The architects are 

oe Type 23/3 three-bedroom, east-west Messrs. Clifford, ‘Tee and Gale. Type 21/3 three-bedroom north aspect 
ss : aspect housing. After the Pontnewydd area, the next housing. 
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Ground and first floor 
plans of type 10 housing. 
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Three-bedroom houses of types 11 and 11. 
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HOUSING AT PONTNEWYDD WEST: 


neighbourhood which it is planned to 
develop extensively is that of Croes-y- 
Ceiliog, which covers a long strip of 
ground to the east of the town and has 
for convenience been subdivided into 
two parts, north and south. In Croes-y- 
Ceiliog north it is hoped soon to go to 
tender for road works and for some 300 


FIR@T © 
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Ground- and first-floor plans of type 18 /2R. 


houses, and building will start as soon as 
some of the roads are completed. 

While the housing described above is all 
of the lower rental type, in planning the 
development of the town provision is 
being made for higher rental houses and 
for private development. One of the first 
of the higher rental projects will be the 
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Crown Road scheme, at the edge of the 
designated area on rising ground to the 
east of the Newport-Abergavenny road, 
and the Corporation hope to start road 
works here within the next few months. 
The general layout of the area, which 
comes within the Croes-y-Ceiliog neigh- 
bourhood, has already been prepared by 
the Chief Architect’s department. 

The following is a list of the principal 
contractors for the projects described 
above at Cwmbran New Town. 

Scheme for 63 dwellings at Tynewydd: 
Building contractors, W. and A. Davies, 
of Abersychan; roads, Davies, Middleton 
and Davies of Cardiff. West Pontnewydd: 
193 houses of ‘‘ No-Fines ” construction 
and first section of roads, George Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd. ; 52 traditional houses and 
some garages, W. Miles, of Ebbw Vale. 
Garw: 14 houses, Symons and Michael, 
of Newport. Liantarnam Housing Associa- 
tion: 144 dwellings, David Cook and 
Sons, of Malpas and Newport. 

The following members of the Chief 
Architect’s staff have been engaged on the 
work at West Pontnewydd, Crown Road 
and the Corporation’s Headquarters Office 
Building (described below): Messrs. J. S. 
Peake, A.R.I.B.A., Principal Assistant 
(Architecture) ; W. W. M. Rhys-Davies, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Principal Assist- 
ant (Planning); and F. S. Jennett, 
A.R.I.B.A., J. H. Evans, A.R.I.B.A,, 
D. G. Grossey, A.R.I.B.A., and I. D. 
Owen, A.R.I.B.A., Assistant Architects, 


THE PROBLEM OF RENTS 


Like all the new towns, Cwmbran 
has to pay its way, but in two respects 
it is at a certain disadvantage here com- 
pared with the new towns in the Greater 
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HOUSING AT PONTNE- 

WYDD WEST: Ground- and 

first-floor plans of house type 
16 /3. 
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London area. In the first place the rents 
which the people of South Wales are 
accustomed to pay are much lower than in 
the Home Counties, and therefore the rents 
that the Corporation will have to charge 
are likely, based as they must be on current 
costs of construction, to appear to be 
relatively all the higher. Second, the 
Cwmbran Corporation, as it cannot, as 
already explained, expect to build the 
number of factories which fall to the lot of 
many other new towns, will lack what is to 
them a valuable source of revenue, the 
rents for the new factories and their sites. 
In common with other new towns, 


OFFICES FOR THE CWMBRAN 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. Above: 

General view, and (right) detail of main 

entrance. Below: Proposed layout, planting, etc., 
in the vicinity of the office block. 


JC.P. WEST, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
CHIEF ARCHITECT 
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Cwmbran cannot, of course, subsidise 
rents from the rates in the same way as 
local authorities, and receives only the 
. normal Exchequer subsidies. It would 
appear, therefore, that the Corporation 
will have to budget very carefully in the 
years to come. 


NEW HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING 


A more enviable distinction of Cwmbran 
is that it is one of the few to have built its 
own administrative offices, instead of 
having to convert existing premises. 
These were begun at the beginning of 
last year and were occupied only six 
months later. Mr. West, the Corporation’s 
chief architect, was responsible for the 
design. Constructional details are as 
follows :— 

The external ‘“‘No-Fines”’’ walls are 
finished with cement render and Derby- 
shire spar. Internal partitions are con- 
structed of 2-in. clay block plaster 
finished. Precast hollow beams, plastered 
on the underside, have been used for 
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OFFICE BUILDING FOR CWMBRAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORA- 


TION: 


First-jloor plan. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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A view of the board room, and (below) ground- and first floor-plans. 


the first floor and the ceiling is of timber 
noggings at 2-ft. centres between trusses 
to carry plasterboard. 

Standard steel casement windows in 
wood sub-frames have been used with 
external hardwood and tile internal cills. 
All internal doors are plywood faced flush 
type in storey frames with obscured glass 
panel. Fixed fanlights have been placed 
over doors opening on to the corridors. 

The main entrance has glazed metal 
faced doors in an oiled mahogany frame 
with a large “ picture frame” side light 
over a Portland stone flower box. The 
adjacent stonework and carving over are 
also in Portland stone. The floor to the 
entrance hall is in heather quarry tiles 
and the remainder is paved with Ther- 
moplastic tiles. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 


George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., of New- 
port Road, Cardiff. 
The sub-contractors were: ‘‘ Bison” 


precast concrete floors, Concrete, Ltd. ; 
asbestos cement roof sheeting, D. and A. 
McKnight, Ltd. ; flat roofing, The Ruber- 
oid Co., Ltd.; plumbing, heating and 
electrical installation, Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd. ; metal windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd. ; Portland stone, The Bath 
and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; stone 
carving, H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd.; 
floors, The Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; 
glazing, The Cardiff Glazing and Mirror 
Products, Ltd. ; canteen equipment, Lock- 
hart Equipment, Ltd.; internal tele- 
phones, Dictograph Telephones, Ltd. ; 
fire resisting door, Chubb and Sons (Lock 
and Safe) Co., Ltd. ; joinery, E. W. King 
and Son (Newport), Ltd. ; internal doors, 
Leaderflush, Ltd.; entrance doors, 
Venesta, Ltd.; painting, Painting Con- 
tractors (Cardiff), Ltd. 


HOUSING AND OFFICES, 
CWMBRAN NEW TOWN 
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‘ 


FACTORY FOR ALFA-LAVAL LTD., CWMBRAN. Above: General view. Below: Detail of a works entrance. 
SIR PERCY THOMAS AND SON, P-P & ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


A NEW FACTORY 


The new factory illustrated on this 
page was planned and built for Messrs. 
Alfa-Laval and Co., Ltd., at Cwmbran 
before the Development Corporation came 
into being, and it is not therefore part of 
the new town in the narrower sense. 
As with other older buildings at Cwmbran 
it is, however, a part of that community, 
and as it was completed as recently as at 
about the time of the setting up of the 
Development Corporation, it was thought 
appropriate to include a description of 
it in the article. The architects for the 
factory were Sir Percy Thomas and 
Son, P-P. & A.R.I.B.A. 


PROGRESS ON THE NEW 
TOWNS, 5.—CWMBRAN 


The main contractors were Messrs. 
James Crosby and Sons, Ltd., of 
London, W.2., and following is a list of 
the sub-contractors engaged : 


Heating and ventilation, Z. D. Berry 
and Sons, Ltd.; roof lining, John Bland 
and Co., Ltd. ; glazing, Bristow, Wadley 
and Co., Ltd.; tiling, Carter and Co. 
(London), Ltd.; tarpaving, General 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; flooring (canteen), 
Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd.; rolling 
shutters, Haskins Roller Shutters ; paint- 
ing, J. Hood and Son, Chepstow ; roof 
lights, etc., Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; 
flooring (factory), Johnson Floor Co., 
Ltd.; steelwork, T. C. Jones and Co., 








Ltd. ; flooring (offices), Korkoid Decora- 
tive Floors, Ltd.; electrical work, Page 
and Stibbs ; plumbing, Arthur Scull and 
Son, Ltd.; fireproof floors, Siegwart 
Fireproof Floor Co.; plasterers, W. A. 
Telling, Ltd. ; asbestos roofing, Turner’s 
Asbestos Cement Co.; asphalting, 
Western Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd. 

The following were the nominated 
suppliers engaged : 


Metal windows, J. Williams and Son; 
ironmongery, James Gibbons ; reinforce- 
ment, British Reinforced Concrete Eng. 
Co.; artificial stone, Penarth Concrete 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Associated 
Clay Industries. 
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REBUILDING OF 

“THE GEORGE” 
PUBLIC HOUSE, 
213, STRAND 


ALFRED BURR, FRIBA, AND 
VINCENT BURR, LRIBA, 
P-PInst.RA, ARCHITECTS 


NEW lease of life has been 

given to the historic 
““George’”’ public house in the 
Strand, the ‘‘ Old George Strand,”’ 
as it is commonly called. It was 
known as the ‘George Coffee 
House ”’ in the mid-eighteenth cen- 
tury and was the meeting place of 
the town wits of 1752. It is recorded 
of those full-blooded days that two 
gentlemen, disagreeing on _ the 
precise meaning of a Greek word, 
drew swords in adjoining Devereux- 
court to settle the argument, which 
resulted in one running the other 
through! Later the house became 
an hotel and it was eventually taken 
over by Messrs. Worthington and 
Co., Ltd., over 50 years ago. 


Badly blitzed and for a _ short 
while closed during the war, the 
“George” has now been virtually 
rebuilt. Entrusted with this work, 
Mr. Alfred Burr, F.R.I.B.A., and 
Mr. Vincent Burr, L.R.I.B.A., 
P-P.Inst.R.A.; working closely with 
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Front to the Strand. 


the brewery’s London representa- 
tive, Mr. H. M. Emery, have 
endeavoured to retain an atmosphere 
in rebuilding which only time itself 
can provide. 

The upper storeys from first-floor 
level are new, allowing a central 
staircase to be built. This gives 
access to staff quarters on the third 
floor, comprising bedrooms, sitting- 
room, rest room, coat room and 
bathroom, etc. The decoration is 
deep cream walls and orange doors 
and trimmings. 

The second floor is planned for 
the manager’s suite, comprising bed- 
rooms, lounge and bathroom, etc., 
together with ladies’ rooms serving 
the dining-rooms and bars. The 
walls are again deep cream and 
orange, but having a walnut tone to 
the woodwork of the lounge. On 
this floor is also planned the kitchen. 
This is completely new (the kitchen 
originally being in the basement) 
and it is equipped with modera 


gas cooking equipment, washing 
machines and a system of ventila- 
tion. It has tiled walls and com- 
position flooring. 


The restaurant and grill room on 
the first floor are both served by 
lifts from the kitchen above. Both 
these dining-rooms are served by 
the central staircase from the saloon 
bar through a central lobby, and the 
restaurant is also served by a 
separate staircase directly from the 
Strand. 


The grill room and _ restaurant 
walls are in shades of brown 
“Watertex ”’ plastic paint, and the 
woodwork is in oak of a darker 
stain. The new Tudor fireplace, in 
dressed Portland stone with its red 
and yellow fire briquettes, is a 
special feature of the grill room. 


Lavatory accommodation for men 
is provided from the lobby entrance 
to both restaurant and grill room. 


The ground-floor bars have been 





952 





March 7 1952 





e 


replastered and decorated in their 
former style of mock half timbering, 
studded, as it was originally, with 
emblems of England, Ireland and 
Scotland. The half timbering to the 
front elevation has been retained 
and the leaded windows carry 
heraldic symbols similar to those 
which existed in the old building. 


The original portrait of His 
Majesty King George III on the 
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Saloon bar. 


front elevation was destroyed and is 
now replaced by another in oils by 
Mr. F. N. Thane-Parker. 


Many of the old fittings such as 
screens and seats, etc., of this old 
house have been retained so that the 
visitor of to-day may sit where many 
a famous personage of the “‘ good old 
days ”’ sat and drank and ate. Here 
came Samuel Johnson, Oliver Gold- 
smith and James Boswell, and one 


Grill room. 


Brel 
ons lI 


wonders if the emblems in the wall 
plaster, the Rose, the Shamrock 
and the Thistle, commemorate this 
now famous trio. With them, no 
doubt, came Edmund Burke and 
Joshua Reynolds and _ Garrick. 
Arnold Bennett, too, and renowned 
members of the Bar from the Law 
Courts directly across the street, 
used this old _ house. To-day, 
also, come the lawyer and his client 








370 


to keep alive the atmosphere that 


was always the “* George.” and Co. ; 
Ltd. ; 
The assistant architects in charge 
were Mr. John J. Hickie, 


M.Inst.R.A., and Mr. Kenneth de P. 
Stevens, M.Inst.R.A., and _ the 
quantity surveyor was Mr. W. J. F. 
Tillyard, A.R.I.C.S. 


The main contractors were 
Messrs. Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., of 
Putney (Mr. Clapp supervising and 
Mr. Wilks, general foreman). 
Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Steelwork, C. and S. Construction, Ltd., 
Isleworth ; asphalt roofs, International Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; roof tiling and slating, J. and W. 
Henderson, Ltd.; jointless flooring, British 
Doloment Co., Ltd. ; electric light and power, 
Electricity Services, Ltd.; service lifts, The 
Lift and Hoist Co., Ltd. ; cooking equipment, 
Benham and _ Sons, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings and 


tiled fireplaces, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; 
stone fireplaces, The Well-Fire Foundry Co., Ltd. 
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Heating, hot water and plumbing, G. N. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; plastering, J. H. Jenner 


wall tiling, Eastwoods Specialists, 
patent 


glazing, 


The} public bar. 


Faulkner, 





Greene 
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and Co., Ltd.; lead light glazing, Wain- 
wright and Waring; floorcovering and cur- 
tains, J. Arrowsmith ; electric light fittings, 
The Wholesale Fittings Co., Ltd. 
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First-floor plan. 
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COMPETITION 


FLATS FOR THE CITY 
CORPORATION 


DESIGNS PLACED 2nd, 3rd and 4th 


LLUSTRATED in the following. pages 
are the designs placed 2nd, 3rd and 
4th in the competition for flats on a site 
at Golden-lane, Finsbury, for the City 
Corporation, assessed by Mr. Donald H. 
McMorran, F.R.I.B.A. The winning 
design (by Mr. Geoffry Powell, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.A.Dip.) was illustrated in our last 
issue when the full award was given. 

Following are extracts from the reports 
accompanying the designs placed 2nd, 
3rd and 4th : 

Design placed 2nd (No. 72: J. M. 
Scott, A.R.I.B.A., and A. F. Scott and 
Sons): All blocks are one-flat deep, and 
the distribution by types is: Four 9/10- 
storey blocks, three four-storey, and one 
three-storey. Variation is obtained by 
placing similar blocks at diagonally oppo- 
site corners of the site. Generally, stair- 
case access is employed for the larger 
flats while, for economy, gallery access 
is used for smaller flats, also for maison- 
ettes. Load-bearing cross-wall construc- 
tion is used throughout. The community 
centre is sited in the centre of the west 
side, between two high blocks, but set 
back to give ample discharge space in 
front. 


| GQOBVBY BAWB 


BLOCK PLAN 
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Construction: All blocks to be built in 
reinforced concrete box-frame construc- 
tion, with load-bearing cross-walls and 
reinforced slabs having a span of from 
18 ft. to 22 ft. External walls are 84 in. 
thick (43-in. brick, 2-in. cavity, and 2-in. 
woodwool slab). Load-bearing walls 
would have permanent woodwool shutter- 
ing both sides as sound insulation. 


Blocks 1 to 4 would have golden brown 
facing bricks; blocks 5 to 8 to be of 
brick rendered. All services would be 
contained in vertical ducts. Lifts, 11 in 
number, would be low-speed, self-opera- 
ting. In all there will be 306 flats, the 
total cost at an average of 4s. 3d. per 
ft. cu. being estimated at £685,167. 


Design placed 3rd (No. 146: Walter W. 
Fisk, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip., and Sidney H. 
Fisk, L.R.I.B.A.) : This scheme provides 
319 flats, housing 937 persons in four 
blocks, from 12 to 9 storeys high. There 
would be 21 one-room flats, 111 two-room, 
139 three-room and 48 four-room. 


Construction : Of box-frame type with 
7-in. monolithic reinforced party or 
transverse partitions and end walls, and 
54-in. thick solid reinforced concrete 
slabs cantilevered out from the floor 
slabs and over the concrete piers of the 
rear wall. Staircase walls and lift shafts 
are of monolithic reinforced concrete 
construction. Walls generally are faced 
with 43-in. skin of yellow stocks or flint- 
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lime bricks. Services : Refuse chutes are 
formed with 15-in. dia. glazed stonework 
pipes. Heating and hot-water is by 
combined low-pressure. ‘There would be 
radiators in living-rooms, one bedroom 
and lobby. 


Gross cost per ft. sup., 58s. 8d.; gross 
cost per habitable room, £677 8s. ; gross 
cost per ft. cu. of dwellings and heating 
chambers, 4s. 54d. The total’ cost of the 
scheme is estimated at £588,927 (including 
£11,438 for the community centre). 


Design placed 4th (No. 60: D. M. 
Gregory Jones, A.R.I.B.A.): The total 
number of dwellings is 294 (20 one-room, 
83 two-room, 143 three-room and 48 
four-room.) In all, 832 habitable rooms, 
housing a total population of 907. 


Construction : Apart from the staircase- 
lift units, the main block is built with 
load-bearing brick walls. Internal load- 
bearing cross- and spine-walls are 9-in. 
brickwork. The upper floors are patent 
precast concrete construction, spanning 
on to brick walls and /or trimming beams. 
The staircase lift-units, structurally separ- 
ate, are 6-in. concrete walls with nominal 
reinforcement. The community centre 
is built of 134-in. brick walls. All facing 
brickwork is London stocks, except for 
purple Sussex bricks at the ground floors. 
The cost is £507,087, based on a ft. cu. 
of 3s. 9d. for the four blocks. With other 
works, the total becomes £591,443. 





DESIGN PLACED SECOND : By #. M. SCOTT, ARIBA, AND A. F. SCOTT AND SONS 
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CITY OF LONDON FLATS 


Some Observations on the 
Competition Designs 


By ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, 
FRIBA, MTPI 


# Poicrns important competition for flats 
at Golden-lane, Finsbury, for the 
City Corporation was bound to attract 
a large number of entries. There were 
177 schemes sent in; four of these were 
premiated and one specially mentioned. 
The Assessor, Mr. Donald H. McMorran, 
F.R.I.B.A., must have had great patience 
in analysing these drawings which were 
not always as clear as they might have 
been. The results have already been 


published in last week’s issue of The 
Builder, and the winning design illus- 
trated. Those placed second, third and 
fourth are illustrated on pages 371-379. 

I have had an opportunity of examining 
the four premiated designs but have not 
yet seen the remainder. 


REQUIREMENTS 


The scheme comprises 4.7 acres in a 
blitzed area of the City containing no 
features whatever. The approximate total 
population asked for was 940 persons 
at the very high density of 200 persons to 
the acre. The majority of the dwellings 
were to be two- and _ three-roomed— 
that is one-bedroom and two-bedroom 
dwellings. The exact proportion was 
35 per cent., two rooms; 45 per cent., 
three rooms; 15 per cent. four rooms, 
including three bedrooms ; and 5 per cent. 
one room—bed-sitting rooms. The day- 
lighting code had to be complied with to 
obtain the required angle of lighting within 
the site and to the surrounding sites. 

The site which is approximately square 
is bounded on the east by Golden-lane, 
and on the south by Fann-street, which is 
a narrow and crooked thoroughfare. To 
the west, part of the north and to the 
south, the area is zoned for commercial 
use. Part of the site to the north is 
reserved for a school and the site to 
the east of Golden-lane is zoned for 
housing. 

The problem confronting the com- 
petitors therefore was to get the required 
number of dwellings on the site with as 
attractive an appearance as could possibly 
be obtained with such high density. A 
community building formed part of the 
scheme, and a children’s playground of 
about } acre was to be included. 

The conditions called for Ministry 
Manual sizes throughout ;_ working-kit- 
chens were to be provided generally, 
although a small number—10 per cent.— 
of dining-kitchens could be _ provided 
in the three- and four-roomed dwellings 
if desired. Private balconies were asked 
for in the three- and four-roomed dwellings, 
placed so as not to deprive the rooms of 
light. A drying cupboard for laundry— 
with gas or electric heater opening from 
the kitchen or lobby and ventilated directly 
to the open-air or bathroom—was another 
condition. The lobby to each dwelling 
was required to be ventilated to the open 
air by a window or fanlight, or by a trunk 
to the open air. Staircase access was 
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preferred to balcony access but the latter 
was not precluded provided that no living- 
room or bedroom was passed by them. 
Lifts were called for in blocks over three 
storeys above ground, large enough to 
take a perambulator. 

Central heating and hot water is in- 
tended, and the competitor was to arrange 
for a boiler plant. The winner did not 
give a plan of the boiler house but indi- 
cated it on his site plan. ‘There was to 
be a radiator in each living-room, One 
could be provided in a bedroom at the 
competitors’ discretion. A hot-water 
storage calorifier was to be installed in 
each dwelling. 

Portable containers for refuse disposal 
were to be housed in chambers at ground 
level accessible to motor transport. Each 
chamber was to be 8 ft. by 5 ft., with a 
door at one end to house two containers. 
Refuse chutes were to be provided where 
practicable. Basements were called for 
to all blocks, to be used as stores and air 
raid shelters, and were to be approached 
by ramps from the ground level. The 
community centre was to be provided at 
ground level with hall, retiring rooms and 
kitchen and with an estate office, the 
basement to be used as estate workshops. 
This centre was to be regarded as a village 
hall. 


WINNING DESIGN 


To quote from the report of the winner 
(Mr. Geoffry Powell, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.A.Dip.): ‘The areas surrounding the 
site offer no interesting outlook or views. 
An attempt has therefore been made to 
create interest within the site and the 
layout is inward-looking in character. 
The blocks are arranged to form courts, 
none of which are entirely enclosed, 
providing interesting outlooks for indivi- 
dual flats and a great variety of views for 
anyone walking through the site.” 

The blocks forming these quadrangles 
are of three storeys, with or without pent 
roofs in addition, facing east and west, 
and four blocks of six storeys facing north 
and south, and there is a central high 
block of 11 storeys in height. The 
courtyards have been taken down to the 
basement level which may be an econ- 
omical thing to do, but these sunk courts 
are 9 ft. deep, added to which one pre- 
sumes there will be a dwarf wall or parapet 
so that the appearance will be a deep hole, 
and it is doubtful if these will look as 
satisfactory as if they were at ground level. 
Ramps go down to these basements and 
these, as stated in the report, are suffi- 
ciently wide to allow access for wheeled 
fire excapes. There are no windows 
shown in the basements except in a small 
section of the high block. 

The access roads are 12 ft. in width, 
with three entrances into Golden-lane : 
some of the corners would be difficult to 
maneuvre. . This is only a small point 
but will require some careful thought. 
The road leading to the community centre 
and the buildings opposite has no turning 
space and vehicles would have to reverse 
out. 

One of the main features of the plan is a 
“Central Piazza’’ to be used for pedes- 
trians only. This could be made a very 
attractive feature, although its greatest 
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width is only 90 ft. narrowing down to 
50 ft. 

Blocks IX, X, XI, XII and XIII are 
maisonettes with recessed approach 
balconies. There are pent flats on the 
roofs of blocks II, III, [Vand VI consisting 
of one-room flats. These would appear 
to be served by the lifts from the six- 
storey maisonettes. 

What will be the appearance of this. 
scheme ? At first sight it does not look 
an attractive one, but on careful study it 
shows skilful planning in the grouping 
of high and low blocks, and gives a more 
human scale than would have been poss- 
ible with higher blocks. As I have said 
before, the very deep garden may well be 
less attractive than simple lawns at 
ground level. 

The community building is well placed 
in the centre of the “ piazza,” but I 
think the children’s playground, along 
the main road frontage, a little unhappy 
in siting. I feel this scheme is one which 
will improve by further study in detail 
which it is bound to get in the process of 
design. 

Of the elevations I cannot do better 
than quote from the architectural corres- 
pondent of The Times who puts the 
matter very aptly: “‘ The elevations are 
entirely non-committal. ‘They could pro- 
duce a commonplace group of buildings 
or a group of refinement and distinction, 
according to the sensibility with which 
they are worked out in detail and the way 
the chosen materials are handled.” 

I hope Mr. Powell will not mind me 
quoting this but it conveys my own 
feelings. 

Of the internal planning there is nothing 
new with the exception of the tall block. 
The flats generally have a great depth— 
36 ft.—and the rooms therefore are apt 
to become long and narrow-lighted at one 
end. The living-room in the three-room 
flat becomes 18 ft. by 10 ft. 2 in., and the 
second bedroom 15 ft. by 9 ft. The 
kitchens and bathrooms are _ recessed 
behind the balconies. The maisonettes. 
have the approach balconies recessed. 
It is difficult to follow from the drawings 
the lighting arrangements in the internal 
angles between the three-storey and six- 
storey blocks. 

The 11-storey central block has un- 
orthodox planning and, if carried out, will 
be experimental. There are 88 dwellings 
in this block with four flats off one open 
gallery. This gallery is about 16 ft. wide 
with a staircase at either end and two lifts. 
by one of the staircases. There is an 
open well in the centre of this gallery about 
9 ft. wide going the whole way up the 
11 storeys. There is a further cross 
ventilated space about 12 ft. wide which 
forms an area from top to bottom of the 
building. This area has two balconies 
at each end from the living-room, pre- 
sumably open on both sides. These 
flats are all of two rooms; the kitchen 
windows face one into the area and one 
into the gallery, and the bathroom window 
is on to the gallery. It will be interesting 
to see how this block develops, as it Is 
the key to the whole scheme. 

This scheme has great economic advan- 
tages for, with the exception of the tall 
central block, it could be constructed with. 
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joad-bearing walls, and is therefore econ- 
omical in steel. 

The report shows 312 dwellings and 
910 persons housed in the percentage of : 
1 room, 5.1; 2 rooms, 40.3; 3 rooms, 
49,0; and 4 rooms, 14.6. The esti- 
mated total cost is £622,000 at an average 
cost per flat of £1,995. 


DESIGN PLACED SECOND 


The. site plan of the design placed 
second (by J. M. Scott, A.R.I.B.A., and 
A. F. Scott and Sons) consists of four 
high blocks of nine and ten storeys in 
height, facing east and west, and four 
lower blocks in the centre facing north 
and south. There is a continuous ap- 
proach road with two entrances from 
Fann-street. ‘The scheme is somewhat 
disjointed, but there would be a feeling of 
openness in the centre of the scheme with 
the low blocks. 'The ramps to the base- 
ments are not clearly indicated. 

The types of dwellings are flats and 
maisonettes. In some of the  three- 
roomed flats the second bedroom is 
entered off the living-room. The heating 
ducts appear to be outside the buildings ; 
no use of the basements appears to have 
been made for these. The blocks are 
35 ft. span with a narrow frontage giving 
narrow rooms. ‘The bathrooms and kit- 
chens are lit from the balconies. . Some 
kitchens appear to be only 6 ft. 6 in. wide, 
with fittings on either side. The treat- 
ment generally is orderly and the eleva- 
tions tidy. 


DESIGN PLACED THIRD 


This layout (by Walter Fisk, F.R.I.B.A., 
AA. Dip., and S. H. Fisk, L.R.I.B.A.) is 
attractive with the buildings set well back 
fom the roads giving large open spaces. 
The community building is well placed 
inthe centre of the site. It is doubtful, 
however, if the tarmac children’s play- 
ground would be very acceptable in the 
centre, and there would appear to be more 
suitable places for this. 

There are two approaches to the site, 
one from Golden-lane and the other from 
Fann-street, and these roads adequately 
serve the buildings. The blocks are all 
high which is bound to occur if a large 
amount of site is left open. ‘The blocks 
range from nine to twelve storeys in height. 

The whole of the scheme consists of 
flats approached by access balconies 
which may be more economical than 
staircase approaches, but which (as will 
be seen from the elevations) would be 
forbidding for such high blocks. The 

ings are competent and well thought 
out, and easy to follow. 


DESIGN PLACED FOURTH 


This scheme (by D. M. Gregory 
Jones, A.R.I.B.A.) shows an interesting 
‘lution by arranging the buildings all 
of one height round one large courtyard. 
The approach to the buildings is by a 
continuous “‘ estate”? road outside the 
buildings without turning spaces, and 
there are pedestrian ways into the court- 
yatd under the buildings from Fann- 
Steet. The ramps are somewhat un- 
fortunately placed and the basements 
would not appear to get light. 

The whole of the buildings are six 
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storeys in height and form a continuous 
skyline. The elevations are difficult to 
describe and can best be judged from the 
illustrations. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 


As this is an important competition and 
one calling for high density development, 
it would be interesting to analyse the effect 
of this high density on planning as illus- 
trated by 177 competitors. Unfortunately, 
I have only had a view of the fou pre- 
miated designs, but I think there is much 
to be learned from them. 

Perhaps the natural thing to do on high 
density schemes is to go up high with the 
blocks and leave as much open space as 
possible, but the winner decided to put as 
many flats as he could into one tall block 
and keep the rest as low as possible. Con- 
sequently he builds over a greater area of 
the site. He is able to satisfy the require- 
ments of the daylighting code because his 
buildings are low even if placed close 
together. The result is small court- 
yards and a human scale of buildings. At 
what stage open spaces become too small 
and what is a human scale in a central 
City development is difficult to say. These 
lower buildings are cheaper to build and 
do not require lifts, etc. 

The winner has given a varied scheme 
—some blocks six, some three storeys high; 
some flats; some maisonettes; some pent- 
house flats. Is this variety an asset to 
those living in the community ; can this 
variety be brought into harmony or could 
it be restless ? Compare this with the 
second scheme which is similar in that 
the authors have low blocks in the centre 
of the scheme, and high blocks surround- 
ing. One feels this is the half-way house 
and that the jumps from high to low 
building are too sudden. There is natur- 
ally more open space, but it is not advan- 
tageously used. 

The third scheme is pleasantly arranged. 
The authors’ open spaces about the build- 
ings are ample and generous but to achieve 
this all the buildings are high, 8 to 12 
storeys; have the buildings become 
inhuman in scale or are they better suited 
to City planning ? 

The fourth scheme has yet another way 
of dealing with the problem by placing 
the buildings in a continuous block around 
a great courtyard which is uninterrupted 
by vehicular traffic. All his buildings 
are the same height of six storeys. Would 
this be monotonous or could a collegiate 
effect be obtained ? 

I would not presume to answer these 
questions. There must be many other 
solutions in the other designs which no 
doubt are worthy of analysis. I think, 
howeve1, this competition proves that it is 
not necessary to go up high with all 
buildings in order to achieve 200 persons 
to the acre. 

What is there to learn from the plans 
themselves? ‘The competitors were not 
free to let their imagination take flight. 
They were tied down pretty rigidly by the 
conditions. ‘This may have been desirable 
and a necessity, but we cannot expect 
anything new to evolve unless more free- 
dom is given. Who knows but that some 
fresh and imaginative ideas might have 
been forthcoming if the competitor had 
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been freer ? The plans, therefore, gener- 
ally speaking follow the orthodox. In 
order to get the requisite number of dwel- 
lings on the site, narrow frontage plans 
have been in the main adopted with wide 
spans up to 36 ft. This is bound to mean 
narrow rooms lighted from the end. With 
such utilitarian planning the entrances are 
bound to become cramped and the stair 
cases mean, whereas, in a large scheme like 
this, they should surely be ample and 
pleasing. 

In congratulating Mr. Powell on his 
success, I should like to say I hope he 
will be given all the freedom possible that 
bye-laws and other restrictions will permit, 
to allow his imagination ample play and 
thus enable him to perfect his scheme and 
give us something which will be a definite 
advance in social planning and a werthy 
beginning to the City of London housing. 


HOUSING AND AMENITIES 


The Role of the Building Societies 


R. STANLEY C. RAMSEY, F.R.1-B.A, 
speaking as deputy-chairman at the 
annual meeting of the Abbey National Build- 
ing Society on February 29, said that in the 
years between the two world wars the pri- 
vate housebuilders made a notable contribu- 
tion of some three million houses to the solu- 
tion of the housing problem. 

“* By their active support and co-operation 
in the work of the National Housebuilders’ 
Registration Council,’ Mr. Ramsey con- 
tinued, “ building societies have recognised 
the need for good construction, but are they 
as concerned about good design and good 
layout? The reason generally offered is 
that they are not in a position to dictate 
what sort of a house a man shall build or 
buy. To my mind, it would be a very unfor- 
tunate state of affairs if they were. 

“The Town and Country Planning Act 
has many defects; I venture to think myself 
that the financial sections are in need of 
drastic revision, but I do not remember ever 
having seen any very serious criticism of 
the sections dealing with amenity. Amongst 
these sections is one which gives the Town 
Planning Authority the right to control the 
external appearance of buildings—including 
houses. This is a section that will have to 
be seriously considered by those who intend 
to develop estates and build houses, or there 
will be frustration and delay. In advocat- 
ing a better standard of house design, we 
must be careful not to ask for the impossible 
and to remember the adage ‘that the best 
is ever the enemy of the good.’ Primarily, 
this problem of good design is one for the 
housebuilders, who might not unreasonably, 
and with some justification, resent any direc- 
tion in this regard from the building societies. 
That the housebuilders are very much alive 
to what is required from them is evident 
from the speeches of their leaders and the 
post-war competitions they have inaugurated. 

“What, then, do I suggest is the contribu- 
tion that the building societies can make? 
It is this: to make clear to everyone on all 
possible occasions that we stand fairly and 
squarely behind good housing, with all that 
the term denotes. . . What is wanted 
is a long-term policy—envisaging what 
resources of men and materials are 
available, and the utilisation of all 
means of production, including the 
private house builders as well as the local 
authorities. A certain amount of healthy 
competition, particularly in the area of costs, 
would be all to the good.” 
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R.1.B.A. 
Notes from Council Minutes 


Royal Architectural Institute of Canada: 
Annual Assembly, 1952——The Council 
accepted with pleasure the invitation of the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada to 
the President and Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
to visit Canada and in particular to attend 
the Annual Assembly of the R.A.I.C. which 
will be held in Vancouver at the end of April 
and beginning of May. After leaving Van- 
couver the President, who will be accom- 
panied by Mrs. Henderson, together with the 
Secretary, will visit the headquarters of the 
American Institute of Architects at Washing- 
ton on their way back to the United King- 
dom. 

Boundaries between Allied Societies: the 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and _ District 
Society of Architects and Surveyors and the 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Architec- 
tural Society—The Council confirmed the 
award of the arbitrators, agreed by the two 
Societies, by which the whole of Lincoln- 
shire becomes included in the area of the 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society while the boundary between the two 
Societies in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
remains unchanged, apart from minor ad- 
justments so as to conform to existing Parlia- 
mentary and administrative boundaries. 


Other Notes 


The following notes are taken from the 
February issue of the R.I.B.A. Journal. 

Further New Year Honours—Alderman 
Bertram Wilson (L.) was made a Knight 
Bachelor in the New Year Honours. 

Exhibition of Contemporary Italian Archi- 
tecture.—It is hoped that the Spring exhibi- 
tion at the R.I.B.A., entitled “‘Contemporary 
Italian Architecture,” will be open to the 
public from March 24 to April 30. Difficul- 
ties are being experienced by the Italian 
Institute, who are sponsoring the exhibition, 
in getting the material over to this country 
from Italy. 

The exhibition is being designed in about 
50 panels arranged under the names of the 
architects responsible and not under types of 
building. The period covered is 1930 to 1951, 
with some panels giving a short historical 
background. A list of architects whose work 
will be exhibited has been received; it con- 
tains all the leading modern architects in 
Italy. There will be a section illustrating 
students’ work. 

R.I.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal.—The 
Council have approved the award of the 
R.I.B.A. Bronze Medal in the area of the 
Manchester Society of Architects for the three 
years ending December 31, 1951, in favour 
of the Droylesden Secondary Modern School 
designed by Mr. G. Noel Hill (F.), County 
Architect, Lancashire. 

A.B.S. Old People’s Homes.—The Council 
of the Architects’ Benevolent Society are 
looking for a site for the proposed Centenary 
Memorial Old People’s Homes and would 
like architects to bring to their notice any 
that are suitable. For administrative con- 
venience and because most of the beneficiaries 
live in and around London, the site should 
be within about 20 miles of London and 
easily accessible by public transport. It 
should be two to three acres in extent, and 
freehold. The intention is to build gradually 
a new scheme of about 20 houses for elderly 
people, and it is proposed to hold, in due 
course, a competition for the design and lay- 
out of the houses. 

A site might be considered consisting of 
laid-out grounds with a derelict house fit only 
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for demolition, or one with a house or 
stabling that could be used as a club or care- 
taker’s quarters. The price of the site is, 
of course, very important, To-day it is not 
sO easy as it once was to find a landowner 
willing and able to give a site to a deserving 
charity, but the Sites and Buildings Com- 
mittee of the A.B.S. are hopeful that there 
may be an architect who has two or three 
acres to spare from the grounds of his coun- 
try house, or who may be able to persuade 
a benevolent landowner to present a site. 


OBITUARY 


A. H. Moberly, M.A. (Cantab), F.R.LB.A. 


WE greatly regret to record the death, on 
March 1, of Mr. A. H. Moberly, F.R.I.B.A., 
after a short illness. He was 66. 

Arthur Hamilton Moberly was one of a 
band of distinguished Wykehamist brothers 
(of whom one is Sir Arthur Moberly, until 
recently chairman of the University Grants 
Committee, and another the Rt. Rev. R. H. 
Moberly, Bishop of Stepney). After Win- 
chester and Cambridge, Moberly became 
articled to the late E. J. May, and also at- 
tended the A.A. Day School, and, later, the 
R.A. School. Setting up in practice, he 
designed a number of houses in Oxford and 
elséewhere. Later he joined Mr. J. Alan 
Slater in partnership, and with him carried 
out much work over the past 25 years. 
Buildings for which Moberly had special 
responsibility were St. Katherine’s Training 
College, Liverpool; the National Hospital, 
Queen-square, W.C.; and several industrial 
buildings in Chelsea for the John Lewis 
Partnership. He was vice-president of the 
R.I.B.A. in 1938-40. 

Arthur Moberly had a wide humanity 
which endeared him to a large circle of 
friends. He was particularly interested in 


boys’ club work and took an active part in’ 


the running of thé Magdalen College Mis- 
sion, Somers Town, and in Cambridge 
House, Camberwell. By these, as by many 
others, he will long be remembered. 


Colonel B. H. D. Hurst, O.B.E., D.C.M. 


COLONEL BEN Hurst, who died recently 
at his home in Marlborough, at the age of 
64, was well known to many in the building 
industry. After a distinguished Service 
career (he had joined the Royal Engineers— 
Territorial Army—before the 1914-18 war, 
in which he won the D.C.M. and Bar), he was 
appointed Commandant of the Army Voca- 
tional Training Centre at Aldershot where, 
under his energetic leadership, many thousands 
of soldiers were taught useful trades, includ- 
ing the building crafts, before returning to 
civil life. | Between the wars, Hurst organ- 
ised regular exhibitions of work in connec- 
tion with the Aldershot Show where, in a 
huge marquee, he was always to be found 
with a large number of trainees demonstrat- 
ing their skill in various crafts on stands 
notable for the excellence of their display. 
There was nothing of the stiff regimental 


-officer about him. He had a most engaging 


personality and knew how to use the arts 
of publicity, to the great benefit of the 
Centre... 

After Aldershot he commanded the Voca- 
tional Training Centre at Chisledon Camp, 
and shortly after the outbreak of war in 1939 
he was entrusted with the creation of a great 
army ordnance depot at Nesscliff, near 
Shrewsbury. Here, with the aid of his men 
and the A.T.S., he built an excellent little 
garrison church without a penny of cost to 
the authorities; not only the labour but the 
materials were freely given in responsé to 
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Hurst’s appeals. At Aldershot, Chisledon 
and Nesscliff he produced brightly-writtey 
magazines which helped to stimulate interes 
in work being done and to foster a spirit 
of unity. — 

Hurst, had he cared, could have achieved 
notable success in civil life, for he had al] 
the requisite qualities—wide technical know. 
ledge, uncommon _ organising ability 
enthusiasm and tenacity of purpose combined 
with great personal charm. But he was 
devoted to the Army and did a work of first. 
rate national importance in helping time. 
expired soldiers to establish themselves jp 
civil life. He will be widely remembered 
with affection and respect. G. J. i, 


STORAGE OF GRAIN 

The Design of Buildings 
" WE may be approaching the stage tp 

this country where availability of 
labour is much more important than avail. 
ability of capital,” said Mr. Ho ttinragg 
during his talk on “The Design of Farm 
Grain Stores” at the Peterborough Confer. 
ence of the National Agricultural Advisory 
Service on February 27. 

During a recent visit to U.S.A. he had 
been greatly impressed with the views held 
by American farmers who. when designing 
and planning new grain storage plants or 
erecting permanent buildings, seemed to be 
very much more interested in how much 
labour would be absorbed, than what the 
capital requirements would be. 

“Many old barns in East Anglia,” said 
Mr. Hollinrake, “would appear at first 
glance to be eminently suitable for adapta- 
tion to grain stores, but the difficulty is 
that the walls are not suitable for piling 
large quantities of grain against, as the brick- 
work was not Duilt to stand the terrific 
lateral pressure from bulked grain. The 
existing floors in these old barns are also 
often unsuitable as they have to stand both 
the weight of the grain and the silo. Spot 
loads in relatively small areas instead of 
the spread load which it was built for, usually 
prove too much for the old foundations.” 

Mr. Hollinrake advised farmers to con- 
sider the following points when planning a 
grain store: (a) The total bulk of grain to 
be stored; (b) The expected rate of intake 
from the fields, in rush periods; (c) The 
installation of driers; (d) Methods of convey- 
ing grain. 

In summarising his talk he advised East 
Anglian farmers, when considering building 
new grain stores, to think of the whole lay- 
out as a single unit instead of planning 
separate compartments. “If steel were 
available,” he said, “a steel: Dutch Bari 
would make an excellent building, as all we 
really want for a cheap and efficient store 
is a roof.” 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for January 


THe Housinc Summary presented to Pa 
liament on March 3 as a White Paper* 
jointly by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, shows that the number of per 
manent houses completed in Great Britain 
during January was 15,692 compared with 
19,322 in December and with 13,150 in Janu- 
ary, 1951. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
1,189,187 (1,032,041 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 

*Cmd. 8,479 Housing Summary, January 31, 1% 
H.M.S.0., price 2d. ; 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Subsidy 


N February 28 Mr. McApDEN asked the Minister of Housing and Local Government whether 

he was now able to make any statement with regard to the review of the housing subsidy. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had reviewed the position and consulted the associations of local 
authorities and the London County Council. He hoped to introduce the necessary legislation 
at any early date, but the House would wish to be aware without delay of the rates of subsidy 


proposed. These were as follows : 
County Council 


Exchequer Housing contribution 
subsidy authority's (where 
= er appropriate) 
£-s. d. $34. 
General standard subsidy for ordinary house... 26 14 0 5 18 % ata 
Special standard subsidy at Minister’s discretion for houses for 
the agricultural population (S.3(1) of Act of 1946 to be 
amended) 35 14 0 210 0 210 0 
Special standard subsidy at Minister’s discretion for areas of 
low rents and substantial housing responsibilities (S.3(2) of 
Act of 1946) ay 35 14 0 210 0 210 0 
Extra subsidy at the Minister’s discretion in heavily t burdened Corresponding 
areas (S.7 of the Act of 1946) not exceeding 490 reduction from the — 
general standard 
subsidy 
Extra subsidy for houses on expensive sites (S.38 of the Act of 
1949) where the developed site costs more than £3,000 per 
acre for each £1,000 or part thereof in — disregarding 
any excess over £10, 000 : oe 2. 5.¢ 15 0 a 


Ordinary subsidy for flats on expensive sites (S. 4 and Part II of the First Schedule to the Act 
of 1946 as amended by S.37 of the Act of —— An escalator provision according to tne cost of 
the developed site as follows : 


Cost per acre of site as developed se eed Rate subsidy 

s. d. s. d. 
More than £1,500 but not more than £4,000 ies 52 16 0 17 12:6 
More than £4,000 but not more than £5,000 aes 54 9 0 s.3 6 
More than £5,000 but not more than £6,000 cos 55 10 0 18 10 0 
More than £6,000 but not more than £8,000 pre 57 0 0 19 0 0 
More than £8,000 but not more than £10,000... 58 19 0 19 13 0 
More than £10,000 but not more than £12,000 0 20 6 O 


60 18 

£60 18s.—increased by £1 19s. 
for each additional £2,000 or 
part of £2,000 in the cost per 
acre of the site as developed. 
ge subsidy for flats on expensive sites in blocks of four storeys or more with lifts (S.4 and 
Part III of the First Schedule to the Act of 1946 as amended by S.37 of the Act of 1949). An 

escalator provision as follows : 
Cost per acre of site as developed 


£20 6s.—increased by 13s. for 
each additional £2,000 or 
part of £2,000 in the cost per 
acre of the site as developed. 


More than £ 12, 000 


Exchequer subsidy Rate subsidy 
s 4 


£ & & roa: 
More than £1,500 but not more than £4,000 63 6 0 22 17 0 
More than £4,000 but not more than £5,000 64 19 O 233 8 O 
More than £5,000 but not more than £6,000 66 0 0 23 15 0 
More than £6,000 but not more than £8,000 67 10 0O 245 0 
More than £8,000 but not more than £10,000 69 9 0 2418 0 
More than £10,000 but not more than £12,000 1 0 25 


7 8 11 
£71 8s.—increased by £1 19s. £25 11s.—increased by 13s. 
for each additional £2,000, or for each additional £2,000, or 
part of £2,000 in the site as part of £2,000, in the cost per 
developed. acre of the site as developed 
Note : The following housing subsidies continue unchanged in amount : 


Exchequer subsidy 
a a 


More than £12,000 


Rate subsidy 

Extra subsidies in areas subject to mining sub- Sauk 

sidence (Section 6 of the Act of 1946) not 

exceeding ‘ 200 100 
Extra Rehettios for preservation of character of 

surroundings (Section 39 of the Act of 1949) 

not exceeding eee 5 00 
Grants to persons other ‘than local authorities 

for the building of new houses for members of 

the agricultural population (Section 3 of the Act 

of 1938 as amended by Section 13 of the Act of 


N 


10 0 


1946) 15.0 0 — 
Grants to local authorities for hostels (Section 40 
of the Act of 1949) 5 0 Oper bedroom 


Grants to local authorities for. reconditioning Three-quarters of the estimated One quarter of the estimated 
(Sections 15 and 25 of the Act of 1949) .. loss 
Grants for building experiments ... 


Scottish Rates of Subsidy 
Mr. Stuart, Secretary of State for Scotland, gave the following details for Scotland : 


Exchequer contribution Rate contribution 
Contributions increased in amount— ee Ss 
Wy for houses for the general population tibia 84 of 1950 

ct) -— 


At discretion 


Houses of 3 apartments or less Ye ee ia oN 39 15 0 13-5 .@ 
Houses of 4 apartments ah ose eas sis we 422.5 0 145 0 
Houses of 5 apartments or more 46 15 0 1510 0 
Special subsidy for houses for the agricultural population 
(section 85, to be amended) :— 
Houses of 3 apartments or less ee aus set oe 5115 0 | oe ay 
Houses of 4 apartments aa abe wai a ma ss 6 145 0 
Houses of 5 apartments or more nae 58 15 0 1510 0 
Subsidy for self-contained hostel units (section 84(7)) . = 20 0 O 900 
Additional contributions unchanged in amount 
ouses in remote areas (section 84(5)) Variable 
Houses in clearance areas and on central sites s (section 84(3) Up to £20 _ Exchequer contribution 
Lifts in flats (section 84(4)) a 7 0 0 do. do. 
Mineral support (section 86)... Up to £2 bod do. do. 
rvation of character of surroundings (section 88) Up to £5 do. do. do. 
Building experiments (section 90) Variable —_ 


Other contributions unchanged in amount 
lostels (not self-contained) (section 89) . 
rants for agricultural cottages provided by private persons 
(section 100, to be amended). . 
Subsidies for po aa of housing accommodation 
(sections 106 and 116) 


NB. In England, Wales ar Scotland, it is scone that the increased rates of subsidies 
should apply to houses completed after February 28. 


£7 per bedroom —_ 
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Houses for Miners 


On February 28 Mr. C. I. Orr-Ewinc 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he would now make a state- 
ment about the early provision of more 
houses for miners. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the Government 
had sanctioned a special housing programme 
for selected mining areas. The purpose was 
to get more men working in the mines so 
as to increase coal output as rapidly as 
possible. Local housing authorities were 
continuing to co-operate wholeheartedly, 
but in some key areas more houses were 
urgently needed than the authorities them- 
selves could build without unduly burden- 
ing their rates. The National Coal Board 
had, therefore, set up a special housing 
association which it would finance. This 
association would work in close accord with 
the local authorities, and supplement the fine 
efforts they had made and are making. The 
additional houses would be built with all 
possible speed. They would be let both to 
existing miners who were badly housed and 
to mewcomers accepted for underground 
work. They would be of the same standards 
as council houses. The project had been 
discussed by the National Coal Board with 
the miners’ leaders and the board intended 
to discuss the arrangements for letting the 
houses with the National Union of Mine- 
workers. 

The Secretary of State for Scotland asked 
him to say that the present arrangements 
under which the Scottish Special Housing 
Association, in co-operation with the 
National Coal Board and local authorities, 
built houses for miners in expanding coal- 
fields in Scotland would continue. 

Building in Singapore 

On February 27, in answer to questions by 
Mr. POPPLEWELL on housing in Singapore 
in 1951, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Mr. LYTTELTON, said that 1,180 
flats and quarters were built by public 
authorities and 2,030 were still under con- 
struction at the end of the year. The Singa- 
pore Improvement Trust’s target for 1951 
was 2,238 homes, but in fact all housing com- 
pleted in 1951 was only the backlog from 
the previous year. He shared the Govern- 
ment of Singapore’s deep concern at the 
housing shortage, which was a problem de- 
manding imaginative planning and vigorous 
execution. He would ask the new Governor 
to give this matter special attention. 


Development Claims 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
announced in reply to Mr. W. F. Deeds on 
February 26 that the probable total of claims 
under the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, should be in the region of £345m. to 
£350m. He said it seemed probable that the 
so-called “near-ripe” classes of claimants, 
together with some other groups who had 
been led to expect preferential treatment, 
would not absorb more than about £100m. 
If that proved to be the case, it would leave 
about £200m. available against the remaining 
claims of £245m. to £250m. 


Dome of Discovery 


On February 26, Mrs. Corset asked the 
Minister of Works what were the results of 
his further investigation into the durability 
of the structure of the Dome of Discovery; 
and, in view of the fact that the London 
County Council were interested in the possi- 
bility of taking it over and of removing 
it elsewhere when times were more propitious 
for an undertaking of such magnitude, he 
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would now consider allowing it to remain 
on the present site, unless and until the 
land was required for some other purpose. 

Mr. Eccies said that while the structure 
could be maintained for longer than was 
originally intended that would involve con- 
siderable expense. Proposals for re-erecting 
the Dome elsewhere involved other technical 
considerations. His reasons, however, for 
asking the London County Council to decide 
by March 5 whether they wished to acquire 
and re-erect the Dome were not connected 
with these technical questions. 

The site should be cleared as soon as 
possible. This was the more urgent with 
the Coronation ahead of us. He was 
unwilling to become the caretaker of empty 
and deteriorating structures. He hoped, 
therefore, that the London County Council 
would see the necessity for removing the 
Dome now; if the Council wished to re-erect 
the structure elsewhere he would support 
an application for authority to do so. 


“ Cottagettes ” 

On February 26, Mr. Lestie HALE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether there was any truth in the 
suggestion that plans were being evolved 
for a new form of building which was half- 
way between a moderate-sized house and a 
commodious dog kennel, and that these were 
to be called “‘ cottagettes ” and were to form 
the main basis of the housing programme. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that it was com- 
pletely untrue. 

In reply to another question by Mr. 
Hale, concerning to what extent he antici- 
pated the housing programme would be 
affected by the recent diminution in the 
number of building workers, Mr. Mac- 
millan said he was not aware of any recent 
decrease in the number of building workers, 
other than the normal seasonal trend. 

Replying further, Mr. Macmillan said the 
numbers employed on the construction of 
permanent houses and preparation of hous- 
ing sites in Great Britain for 1950 were 
216,000 and for 1951 222,000. That did 
not look like a diminution. 


Price Control 

On February 26, Mr. Erroit asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would give an early indication of the 
Government’s intentions in regard to the 
control of house-selling price, provided for 
in Section 43 of the Housing Act, 1949, 
which expires in 1953; and if he would take 
action as soon as possible in this matter. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was watching the 
situation carefully and would take action 
as soon as it seemed expedient to do so. 


Town and Country Planning 

On February 26, Mr. ° WALKER-SMITH 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he had yet come to 
any conclusion as to the principles on which 
Parts VI and VII of the Town and Coun- 
try Planning Act, 1947, should be amended. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had not, but a 
review of the financial provisions of the 
Act was in progress. 


Payment to Builders 

On February 26, Mr. WaALKER-SMITH 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he was aware that in 
many cases local housing authorities were 
very slow in paying builders for work com- 
pleted under housing contracts; and whether 
he would issue a circular with a view to 
accelerating these payments. 
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Mr. MACMILLAN said he was about to seek 
the views of the associations of local authori- 
ties on proposals for overcoming this and 
similar difficulties arising out of present con- 
tract procedure. 


Increase in Cost 


On February 26, MR. WALKER-SMITH 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what was the anticipated average 
increase in the cost of a three-bedroomed 
local authority house arising from the recent 
wage increases to building trades operatives. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said that any effect of 
wage increases on costs could not be esti- 
mated in isolation, since costs were affected 
by other factors such, for example, as reduc- 
tions in man-hours due to increased produc- 
tivity and improvements in _ building 
technique. 


Circular 73/51 

On February 26, Mr. GIBSON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would, in order to maintain good 
standards of house building, make com- 
pulsory as a minimum standard the general 
specification laid down by the National 
Housebuilders’ Registration Council referred 
to in the appendix to Circular 73/51 issued 
by him on November 27 last. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would not. He 
had no evidence that the present arrange- 
ments were inadequate. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
Gipson, on the risk of getting jerry-built 
houses, Mr. MACMILLAN said: that there was 
general agreement that the system of the 
National Housebuilders’ Registration Coun- 
cil had worked extremely well. 


Loans Sanctioned 

On February 26, Mr. SPARKS asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the amount of loans sanctioned for 
housing development by local authorities 
since November 7, 1951; what was the esti- 
mated increase in the total amount of 
interest repayments to be made as a result 
of the rise in the interest rate from 3 per 
cent.; and what was the increased cost per 
average dwelling disregarding all subsidies. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said the figure was 
£79,198,200. All these loans had, however, 
not yet been taken up from the Public Works 
Loan Board and he was not able, therefore, 
to give the information asked for in the 
second and third parts of the question. 


Requisitioning Powers 

On February 26, Mr. JoHN HALL asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would state the number of vacant 
houses there were throughout the country; 





THE COST OF BUILDING 
Reprint of “The Builder” Charts 


To meet the many requests for 
additional copies of the Charts and 
Data relating to Wages, Materials and 
the Cost of Building over the period 
1914 to date, it has been arranged 
to reprint this information (which 
has been prepared by Mr. H. J. Ven- 
ning, F.R.LC.S., and is copyright to 
The Builder). Copies of these Charts, 
printed on thin card, may be obtained 
from the Publisher, The Builder 
House, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, price 6d. each. Threepence 
should be added for postage and pack- 
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and whether he would take action to prevent 
houses from standing empty for long periods 
by drawing the attention of local authori- 
ties, by circular, to the powers of requisition. 
ing in order to allocate them to people in 
need of accommodation. 

Mr. CHETWYND asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government whether he 
would empower local authorities to take 
over under-occupied private dwellings, in 
order to rehouse families in urgent need and 
prevent sale with vacant possession at exces- 
sive prices. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he regretted that he 
was unable to give the information asked 
for. Local authorities already had powers 
to acquire houses for the discharge of their 
duties under the Housing Act and he thought 
that, where necessary, those powers, and not 
those of requisitioning, should be used. 


Government Building 


On February 26, SIR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if, in view of the housing short- 
age, he would take steps to stop large-scale 
building for Government offices and 
nationalised industries. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that a general ban 
on new office building, including offices for 
Government Departments and the nation- 
alised industries, had been in force since 
June, 1951. 


Figures of Unemployed 

On February 26, SIR WALTER MONCKTON, 
Minister of Labour, gave the following 
figures of the numbers of males whose last 
employment was in the building industry, 
registered as unemployed at employment 
exchanges in the London Administrative 
County at the undermentioned dates. 























Jan. | Jan. | Jan. | Jan. 

Occupation. 10, 16, 15, 14, 

1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 

Carpentersand joiners... 86 53 66 | 244 
Bricklayers oud eS 76 36 90 64 
Masons _... ae oan i: 6 2 4 
Slatersandtilers ... ie 60 30 30 29 
Plasterers, etc. pa ae 63 26 65 | 132 
Paintersand decorators ...| 486 944 | 1,755 | 1,967 
Plumbers, gas fitters, etc. 69 58 |}. 66] 119 
Glaziers... ae Fe Ys 15 23 13 
All other occupations ..| 2,577 | 2,014 | 1,769 | 1,886 
Total .-| 3,431 | 3,182 | 3,866 | 4,458 





The Clock Tower 


On February 26, in reply to a question by 
Sir IAN FRASER, the Minister of Works, MR. 
Ecctes, said if the financial position permit- 
ted, he hoped to start repairs (permanent) 
on the Clock Tower of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment in 1955, when the work on the Vic- 
toria Tower would be completed. 


Space Heating 


“ On February 19, Mr. RENTON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps he was taking to ensure that all 
dwelling houses, and other buildings m 
which there had to be space-heating, would 
be fitted with space-heating stoves, fire 
grates, etc., of maximum efficiency in order 
to save fuel, instead of being fitted with 
stoves and fire grates of low efficiency. | 

Mr.’ MACMILLAN said that the installation 
of improved appliances was already required 
in all local authority housing and was a con- 
dition of a licence for private building; legis- 
lation was not necessary. The Housing 
Manual recommended local authorities 10 
use solid fuel appliances for the main space 
heating in their houses. 
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HOUSING FOR MINERS 


N.C.B. Set Up Housing Association 


FPPHE Government (as reported in “In 

Parliament ”) have sanctioned a special 
housing programme for the coalmining 
industry. The object is to get more men into 
the mines and to raise coal output as quickly 
as possible. Additional houses are to be built 
in selected mining areas, mainly in the coal- 
fields where men are most needed, such as 
certain parts of Yorkshire, Lancashire, the 
Midlands and South Wales. Where it 
would place an undue burden upon the local 
housing authority to provide the extra 
houses, the National Coal Board’s newly- 
established Housing Association will carry 
out the work. 

The houses will be let to both existing 
miners and to new recruits for underground 
employment, including those already in the 
locality who are inadequately housed. They 
will be of permanent construction to the 
same standards as council houses, built for 
the most part by large contractors with 
labour and materials brought into the areas, 
and will be additional to all the present local 
housing programmes, including the special 
allocations of houses for miners which were 
made to some local authorities last year. 


All possible speed will be used to get the 
new houses built. After entering into agree- 
ments with the local authorities, the Associa- 
tion will arrange for the provision of sites 
and services and let contracts to building 
contractors. The Board will make their 
own land available for sites, wherever pos- 
sible. The capital required will be found 
by the Board, but the houses will qualify 
for Exchequer grants. In Scotland, the Scot- 
tish Special Housing Association will con- 
tinue to operate on behalf of the Board. It 
is not yet possible to state the total number 
of houses which the Board hope to have 
built, but they are, at once, starting con- 
sultations with the local authorities and will 
advertise particulars of the localities and 
numbers of houses to be built as these are 
determined. 


Miners’ Housing, Notts and Derby 


FOLLOWING conferences between local 
authorities and representatives of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
the National Coal Board and other Govern- 
ment departments, changes for the building 
of miners’ houses in Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire are to be adopted. 


Schemes planned include for 200 houses in 
the Worksop, Notts, rural area for miners 
at Firbeck Main Colliery and 460 for miners 
in Whitewell, Creswell and Oxcroft areas. 
In the Worksop rural area alone, the build- 
ing of 200 houses will mean a saving to the 
Tates of £1,900 a year, or the equivalent of 
a 6d. rate. 


In general, the scheme provides for the 
‘onstruction of large numbers of houses in 

cts where colliery reconstruction 
schemes are planned. 


All the houses will be pre-fabs, and it is 
planned to transfer the work from local 
authorities to industrial housing associations. 

associations, when formed, will 
contracts with large firms who are pre- 
bared to undertake the work, and building 
Involve no contribution from local rates. 

Building will be over a period of five or 
More years and every step will be taken 
© prevent interference with local authority 

using programmes or contracts. 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 


AND STEEL DISTRIBUTION 


Ministry Memorandum to Local 
Authorities 

DETAILS of the iron and steel distribution 

scheme as it affects educational build- 
ing have been communicated to local 
authorities by the Minister of Education in 
Administrative Memorandum No. 413, dated 
February 27. The following is a summary 
of the text of the memorandum. 

The Minister announced in Circular 245 
that she had decided to modify the present 
procedure whereby I. and S. authorisations 
are issued for individual building projects. In 
order to give authorities early information 
about the degree of steel economy necessary 
to enable future school building programmes 
to be started on time, and to allow local 
discretion in the use of steel, the bulk alloca- 
tion scheme described in this memorandum 
will come into operation from Period III, 
1952, onwards. 

At the beginning of the new scheme, each 
authority will be given a bulk allocation of 
steel for Period III, 1952, a first instalment 
of their allocations for Periods IV, 1952, I, 
1953, and II, 1953, and an indication of their 
probable total allocations for these three later 
periods. Firm total allocations for Period 
IV, 1952, will be announced as early as pos- 
sible in Period III, 1952, for Period I, 1953, 
as early as possible in Period IV, 1952, and 
so on. First instalments of the allocations 
for Periods later than II, 1953, will not, how- 
ever, be announced until the 1953-54 educa- 
tional building programme has been com- 
piled. 

The bulk allocation scheme will apply to 
major projects for primary and secondary 
schools (including voluntary schools), all 
minor capital works carried out by the 
authority (including school meals projects 
costing less than £1,000) and repair and main- 
tenance jobs. For these classes of work, 
the authority will be expected to meet from 
their bulk allocation the outstanding require- 
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ments of jobs under construction at the end 
of Period II, 1952, and the immediate require- 
ments of projects to be started during the 
last three quarters of the 1952-53 financial 
year. 

The new procedure will not apply to major 
projects at further education establishments, 
training colleges for teachers, special schools 
and school clinics, school meals projects cost- 
ing over £1,000, and minor capital projects 
carried out by voluntary bodies. These 
jobs, whether already under construction or 
included in the revised 1952-53 programme, 
will continue to receive individual allocations 
of steel. Existing arrangements will also 
continue to apply to steel needed for furni- 
ture and equipment, and for instructional 
use. , 


Bulk Allocations 


The bulk allocations will be based upon 
estimates of steel requirements which authori- 
ties will be asked to provide, normally soon 
after the compilation of the annual building 
programme for the following year. The 
first estimate, covering all steel subject to 
I. and §S. authorisation (including sheet) 
required for delivery in the four Periods III, 
1952, to II, 1953, should reach the Ministry 
on form S.B. 24 (a specimen of which is 
attached to the memorandum) not later than 
March 21, 1952. (Welsh authorities should 
send a copy to the Welsh Priority Officer.) 

In compiling Part I of form S.B. 24, the 
authority should assume that the available 
steel will not permit an average usage for the 
1952-53 school- building programme as a 
whole greater than 1 ton for each £950 of 
gross cost, and any excess over this average 
should be explained when form S.B. 24 is 
submitted. The Minister appreciates, of 
course, that this figure cannot be applied 
rigidly to individual projects; these may need 
more or less than the average according to 
the type of school, method of construction, 
height of building, nature of site, etc. 

The phasing of requirements shown in 
Part I of the form should be as realistic as 
possible. The Ministry’s Regional Priority 
Officers (the Welsh Priority Officer in the case 
of Wales) will be ready to give advice on the 
timing of starting dates, in so far as these 
depend on the local supply of build- 
ing labour; the steel requirements of work 
already under construction will, however, also 
limit the value of new work which can be 
started in Periods II and III, 1952. Further- 
more, authorities generally have tended to 
ask for steel to be issued much earlier than 
it is actually needed. They should now work 
on the assumption that about half the total 
steel requirements of the new 1952-53 pro- 
gramme will have to be met after Period I, 
1953. Earlier or later phasing will, of 
course, be desirable in the case of some 
individual projects. 

In order to help the Minister to assess 
the quantity of steel which should be held 
back from the bulk allocation scheme, the 
authority are asked in Parts I and II of form 
S.B. 24 to record the steel requirements of 
major projects other than for primary and 
secondary schools. If these jobs are to be 
started by March 31, 1953, economy in the 
use of steel and the realistic phasing of 
requirements are no less essential than for 
school building projects. 


Announcement in April 


It is hoped to complete the examination 
of the estimates submitted on form S.B. 24 
and to announce bulk allocations in April. 
A single I. and S. authorisation will be sent 
to the authority for the total quantity of 
steel (including sheet) allocated to them in 
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bulk. It will then be for the authority to 
issue sub-authorisations to their contractors 
and sub-contractors and, through the archi- 
tect to the promoters, to the contractors 
responsible for building projects at voluntary 
schools. : 

In the past, many authorities have re- 
turned I. and S. authorisations for cancella- 
tion and re-issue. This will no longer be 
possible once the bulk allocation scheme is 
in operation. It will be open to the 
authority to surrender a part of their bulk 
allocation within two weeks of the announce- 
ment of firm total allocations for each 
period, and to ask the Ministry to add the 
surrendered quantity of steel to a later allo- 
cation. If, however, the authority subse- 
quently fail to use their full allocation, the 
unexpended portion cannot be returned to 
the Ministry but will have to be made good 
from later allocations; these will not be 
increased for the purpose. 

From July 1 next, onwards, authorities 
will be expected to maintain records of steel 
issues and cancellations within their bulk 
allocations, and to submit a quarterly return 
to the Ministry. The form of return and 
the detailed arrangements will be announced 
in an addendum to this memorandum. 

For projects covered by the bulk alloca- 
tion scheme, forms 520G are no longer 
required for steel needed in or after Period 
III, 1952. 

The Minister hopes that authorities will 
welcome the new arrangements, which are 
designed to increase local discretion and to 
encourage further economy in the use of 
steel. As announced in paragraph 28 of 
Circular 245, she will be prepared later in 
the year to consider approving proposals to 
bring forward projects from the 1953-54 
programme if the authority can start addi- 
tional projects in 1952-53 without exceeding 
bulk allocations already made and without 
creating an unrealistic commitment against 
future allocations. 


APPENDIX 


The following appendix has been issued 
by the Ministry in connection with the 
memorandum : — 

NOTES ON THE 
SuB-AUTHORISATIONS: 
TURED STEEL. 

A list of the principal products for which 
steel is issued direct to manufacturers by 
Government Departments is given in 
Appendix III of “Notes for Consumers, 
January, 1952,” and individual I. and S. sub- 
authorisations should not be issued by 
authorities for these products. Manufac- 
turers may not, however, receive all the steel 
they ask for, and early ordering of many 


of the items is essential. 

1. Blinds and Shutters : Venetian blinds and shutters 
made to order require individual I. and S. sub-authorisa- 
tions. 

2. Cisterns : The Ministry of Supply allocate cast-iron 
to foundries for the production of cisterns. In addition, 
the Ministry of Works allocate steel to certain firms for 
flushing systems. I. and S. sub-authorisations should 
not, therefore, be issued. 

3. Cloakroom Fittings : The Ministry of Works and in 
certain cases the Board of Trade issue steel direct to the 
manufacturers of fittings. I. and S. sub-authorisations 
should be issued only for steel required for fixing. 

4. Electrical Installations, including Conduit: Steel is 
allocated by the Ministry of Works to the Electrical 
Contractors Association who carry out their own dis- 
tribution scheme. No I. and S. sub-authorisation for 
individual contracts is necessary: electrical contractors 
who are members of the Electrical Contractors Associa- 
tion should submit their requirements to the Association 
at Africa House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. Other 
contractors should apply either to the Association or to 
the Directorate-General of Building Materials, Ministry 
of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, London,.S.E.1. 

Electrical work carried out by the main contractor or 
by the building owners’ direct labour is not covered by 
this arrangement; I. and S. sub-authorisations are there- 
fore necessary. 

5. Expanded Metal Reinforcement: The Ministry of 
Supply allocate sheet steel to the industry, but large 


ISSUE OF [. AND S. 
PaRT I— MANUFAC- 





THE BUILDER 


orders may need individual I. and S. sub-authorisations. 

6. Fencing: The Ministry of Supply allocate wire for 
chain link and woven wire mesh production; individual 
I. and S. sub-authorisations are not required. It may, 
however, be necessary to sub-authorise reinforcing steel 
for concrete supporting posts. (See Note 14.) 

7. Fire Escapes: The use of steel should be avoided so 
far as possible and the greatest possible use made of wrought 
iron (handrails, etc.), cast-iron (tread and landings) or 
other materials. 

8. Furniture and Equipment: 1. and S. sub-authorisa- 
tions are not needed to support orders for metal furniture, 
shelving, racks, etc., whether built-in or not. (Appli- 
cation should be made to the Ministry of Education, 
Priority Section, Curzon Street, London, W.1, for steel 
required in the manufacture of school desks.) 

9. Gas Installation: The gas industry are allocated the 
steel required to bring the supply to the main meter of a 
building. An I. and S. sub-authorisation will be required 
for steel used within the building beyond the meter point. 

10. Gates and Railings: In the interests of steel economy 
I. and S. sub-authorisations should not be issued for these 
items. Wrought-iron is not subject to control and may 
be a satisfactory substitute. (Attention is, however, 
drawn to paragraph 8 of A.M. 395.) 

11. Guard Rails (outside school entrances): These 
require I. and S. sub-authorisations. 

12. Hinges and Butts: The Ministry of Works allocate 
steel direct to the manufacturers. 

13. Metal Windows: The Ministry of Works allocate 
steel direct to the manufacturers. 

14. Precast Concrete Products (other than prestressed): 
The Ministry of Works allocate steel direct to the indus- 
try, but the amount will be insufficient to cover orders 
requiring more than 1 cwt. of steel. 

15. Prestressed Concrete: High tensile wire for factory- 
made prestressed concrete elements is allocated to the 
makers of these elements by the Ministry of Works through 
the Joint Co-ordinating Committee for the Cast Stone 
and Cast Concrete Industry, 17, Amherst Road, London, 
W.13. For prestressing work on the site the specialist 
contractors concerned receive an allocation from the 
Ministry of Works through the Prestressed Concrete 
Development Group, Cement and Concrete Association, 
52, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1. No I. and 
S. sub-authorisations need therefore accompany orders 
from authorities for either of these purposes. 

16. Second-hand Steel: The acquisition and/or con- 
sumption of second-hand or recovered steel is subject 
to the Iron and Steel Distribution Scheme. 

17. Ventilating and Heating Plant: The Ministry of 
Supply allocate steel direct to the manufacturers, but the 
allocation may not be sufficient to meet large orders. I. 
and S. sub-authorisations may therefore be necessary in 
some instances. 

Part II.—PROCEDURE FOR IssuING I. AND S. 
SuB-AUTHORISATIONS AND INDENTS 

Controlled forms of iron and steel may be acquired 
only by the holder of an I. and S. authorisation or sub- 
authorisation. 

If the authority wish to purchase controlled forms of 
iron and steel direct from a supplier, they should send 
their order in the form of an I. S. indent. The indent is 
simply the authority’s usual dated and signed purchase 
note or similar document endorsed with the words “I. S. 
Indent’’ and bearing the particulars prescribed at head 
of the I. and S. authorisation form issued to the author- 
ity by the Ministry. 

If the authority wish to sub-authorise a contractor or 
sub-contractor (including steel fabricators) to treat, use 
or consume controlled forms of iron and steel on their 
behalf, they should issue a sub-authorisation. This can 
be the usual commercial order used by the authority 
bearing the particulars prescribed at head II of the 
I. and S. authorisation form issued by the Ministry. 

Further details are given in Appendix I of “ Notes for 
Consumers—January, 1952.’’ 
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ADVANCES TO NEW TOWNS 
£50m. Increase Proposed 


THE NEw Towns BILL, the text of which 
was published on February 27, proposes to 
increase from £50m. to £100m. the aggre- 
gate amount of advances which may be 
made to the development corporations of 
new towns in Great Britain. A financial 
and explanatory memorandum to the Bill 
states that the rate at which further schemes 
for expenditure on capital account will be 
approved will depend partly on the capital 
investment programme. 

At the present rate of progress it is estima- 
ted that the increase in the amount pro- 
vided in the Bill will be sufficient for about 
two years, after which it would be necessary 
to seek further Parliamentary authority for 
the continuation of the programme. Expendi- 
ture amounting to £42m. has been approved, 
mainly for housing, and it is expected that 
the total will reach £50m. by the end of 
next July. 


MIDLAND FEDERATION 
‘REPORT 


Possibility of Slump Forecast 


A stump in the building industry if 
stability in the matter of wages and cost 
of materials is not soon achieved is fore- 
cast by the council of the Midland Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers in its 
report presented at the annual meeting in 
Birmingham on February 27. 

The report goes on to state that there 
are already signs of reaction to the high 
cost of building trade work in the increas- 
ing number of individuals who are privately 
undertaking repairs to their property. Should 
this trend accelerate there might be serious 
consequences to the section of the building 
trade concerned. 

The council asserts, however, that in spite 
of some disquiet in this connection, the in- 
crease of the permissive ratio of private 
houses to municipal will enable builders to 
make a greater contribution to the housing 
drive, and Governmental support of private 
enterprise in housing may well prove to 
justify confidence in the future of housing 
in this country. 


SCHOLARSHIPS FOR BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 


B.A.T.C. Inviting Applications 


Tue Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council invites applications for a number 
of welfare fund scholarships, tenable for 
three years at a university or technical col- 
lege offering a degree or higher diploma 
course in building. The scholarships are 
open to registered building apprentices of at 
least 17 years of age (16 in the case of 
entrance for a diploma course), and to build- 
ing craftsmen not more than 26 years old 
holding the council’s certificate. The closing 
date for the receipt of applications is March 
15; 

Applications cannot be made direct by 
intending candidates, but must come from 
the principal of the educational institution 
at which the candidate is or has been study- 
ing. Forms, together with notes for guit 
ance of principals and head _ teachel 
nominating candidates, have already been 
sent out, but they can still be obtained 
The Secretary, Building 


application to: et “iL 
Apprenticeship and Training Coun 
Lambeth Bridge House, Albert Embankment, 


London, S.E.1. (Telephone: Reliance 7611,) 
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THE IDEAL HOME 
EXHIBITION 


“People’s Houses” on View 


OVER 500 exhibitors, catering between 

them for practically every aspect of 
housekeeping and home life, are represented 
at the 29th Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibi- 
tion, which is being held at Olympia, Lon- 
don, until March 29. To mark the new 
reign of the Queen, an area of two acres 
on the third floor has been devoted to an 
exhibition entitled “Elizabeth Regina,” 
where an imaginative attempt has been made 
to present the story of the first Elizabethans 
and their Queen. 

New interest is given to the display of 
model houses in the National Hall this year 
by grouping them together in a pleasing 
arrangement to form a village with village 
green, shops and banks, and a public-house. 
There are three types of house with which 
builders plan to meet the greater demand 
expected as a result of the new housing allo- 
cations: the Berg House, the Davis House 
and the Coates House. Last but not least 
are the two examples of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government’s “ People’s 
House,” and an old people’s house of 
Government design. These and _ other 
houses were visited by the Minister, Mr. 
Macmillan, at a preview of the exhibition. 

The “ People’s Houses” are built to the 
design of two of the plans contained in 
“Houses, 1952,” a supplement to the Hous- 
ing Manual, 1949, recently published by the 
Ministry. Perhaps the most attractive fea- 
tures of the two houses are the large com- 
bined dining-living rooms, which, despite 
their length-to-width ratios (19 ft. 6in. by 
Ilft., and 20 ft. 10in. by 11 ft. 6in., respec- 
tively), do not give the impression, when 
furnished, of being unduly long and narrow. 
To save space the kitchens have, in both 
cases, been kept as small as possible con- 
sistent with the requirements of a family. 

The object of the houses is to get more 
homes from a limited supply of materials, 
labour and capital, and to reduce capital 
costs and rent, at the same time preserving 
essential standards. All the main rooms are 
as large as those recommended by the Dud- 
ley Committee, but savings are made in the 
total superficial area by economy in such 
items as passage space and second lavatories, 
and by economical design of storage space 
and access from front to back of the house. 

The smaller house, it is suggested, could 
be the home of a youngish family of, say, 
four, living in a town. Its area is 679 sq. 
ft, and its aggregate ground floor living area 
289 sq. ft. It has a small entrance hall 
giving access to the kitchen and living-room, 
and the living-room windows overlook the 
fad on the one side and the back garden 
m- the other. There are two double bed- 
fooms on the first floor, and a combined 

oom and w:c. The adjoining house 
could be for a country family of five. It is 
a three-bedroom house of 863 sq. ft., plus 

SI sq. ft. store space within the four walls 

. the house and a 12 sq. ft. fuel store out- 


The interior decoration. and furnishing 
#8 been supervised by the Council of Indus- 
Mal Design assisted by voluntary organisa- 
tons. The two-bedroom house is furnished 
by Heal and Son, Ltd., and the National 
ion of Townswomen’s Guilds have ad- 
Wwed on the needs of the urban housewife. 
tural three-bedroom house is furnished 
Oetzmann and Co., Ltd., with advice 
Sa National Federation of Women’s 
tes. 


THE BUILDER 


Both houses have been built by John 
Laing and Son, Ltd. 


The Old People’s House 


The old people’s house has a living- 
room, double bedroom, working kitchen, 
hall, a combined bathroom and w.c., and 
ample built-in cupboards. A_ covered 
verandah protects the front entrance and 
provides a sheltered spot for sitting out. 

The special housing needs of old people 
have been studied by a sub-committee of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee, and 
the design of this one-storey house follows 
the committee’s recommendations as far as 
site conditions allow. The National Old 
People’s Welfare Committee have taken a 
personal interest in the furnishing of the 
house, which has been built for the 
Ministry by John Laing and Son, Ltd., and 
furnished by John Bowles and Co., Ltd., of 
Brighton, under the direction of the Council 
of Industrial Design. 

Solid fuel, gas and electricity for heating, 
cooking, etc., each has its exponents at the 
Exhibition. The Coal Utilisation Joint 
Council is emphasising an important featuré 
of its work, the Service Showroom Scheme, 
which, on a national scale, and through 
members of the council’s panels of approved 
distributors, provides the public with a tech- 
nical advisory service on the selection, in- 
stallation and use of modern solid fuel ap- 
pliances. The C.U.C. Stand, No. .43, is in 
the Grand Hall. 

For the first time the Exhibition has a 
complete gas section, and the Gas Council’s 
Gas Pavilion (Stand No. 67, Grand Hall) is 
surrounded by the stands of 13 firms who 
manufacture gas and coke-burning equip- 
ment. 

“Electricity Makes Life Easier” is the 
theme of the exhibit of the Electrical De- 
velopment Association (Stand No. 66, Grand 
Hall), and to prove its message visitors are 
invited to sit down and rest their “ exhibi- 
tion feet” for ten minutes while the asso- 
ciation’s exhibit is presented to them. This 
is done by means of an electrically operated 
revolving stage 20ft. in diameter, on which 
actors and actresses portray cameos of the 
routine home life of Mr. and Mrs. Every- 
man, depicting how “electricity makes life 
easier ” for them. 


House-Plans 


To assist those who prefer to design and 
build their own homes the Daily Mail have 
just published a Book of House Plans, price 
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2s. 6d., containing a number of suggested 
layouts, together with descriptive notes, of 
small houses and bungalows. The book 
contains, in addition, articles on a variety 
of subjects to do with housing, including 
Making a Structural Survey of a House, by 
Mr. Eric L. Bird, A.R.I.B.A.; The Insula- 
tion of Heating Systems, by Mr. G. E. Fox- 
well, D.Sc.; and Gardens Without Tears, by 





Mr. Kenneth Cheesman, L.R.LB.A., 
A.R.C.A. It is edited by Mr. Trevor Smith, 
L.R.1.B.A. 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Advice to House Seekers 


(THOSE who wished to have houses built 

for themselves were advised by Mr. 
J. IAN ROBERTSON, president, National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, at 
Blackpool on February 29, to press local 
authorities to make full use of the discretion 
given to them by the Government to allow 
private builders more opportunities for 
house building. He declared: 

“This is essentially a matter for local 
action and if local authorities do not act 
on the Government’s advice it must be made 
abundantly clear that it is the local authori- 
ties and not the builders who are at fault. 
The latter are only too anxious to be given 
the opportunity to show what they can do to 
shorten the long waiting lists, to reduce the 
cost of building and the charges on public 
funds and to speed up the housing campaign, 
but they are powerless unless the local 
authorities issue the necessary licences. I am 
a great believer in local government and, 
remembering the housing achievements be- 
tween the wars, I look forward to the day 
when once again local authorities and 
builders will be working together in friendly 
competition.” 


BUILDING FOREMANSHIP 


Lectures at Leeds 


THE SECOND series of lectures in general 
foremanship at the Department of Building, 
Leeds College of Technology, was opened 
on February 27. Mr. W. Horsfall, senior 
vice-president of the N.F.B.T.E., was in the 
chair. 

An inaugural lecture was given by MR. 
D. E. Woopsine ParisH, chairman of the 
standing committee for the training of 
general foremen. In the course of his re- 
marks Mr. Woodbine Parish said the 
lectures covered a wide range of both tech- 
nical and administrative subjects and were 
receiving excellent local support. 

Emphasising the need for higher standards 
of supervisory skill in the building indus- 
try, the speaker urged the students taking 
the course to appreciate the wide scope of 
their responsibilities and to accept the idea 
that there should be continuous study and 
training. 

He urged both the employers and foremen 
in the Leeds area to give careful and urgent 
consideration to the advisability of estab- 
lishing a foremen’s organisation on similar 
lines to those already in existence in other 
parts of the country. Such an organisation 
would be of enormous value in extending 
the training facilities in the area and would 
provide the foremen with regular opportuni- 
ties for exchanging information and ideas, 
the provision of film shows and lectures, 
visits to works and contracts of special in- 
terest, stimulation in research and technical 
education—as well as affording a permanent 
liaison with the local employers’ association 
and establishing an employment register. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





bic information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 

D/d site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn 
and St. Pancras. 


£858. 

Pit Ballast... mA aus ae ; per yd. 19 8 
Pit Sand ... abs Ren ae Be: ayy oa 18 6 
Washed Sand _... ces ke a mes ~ 1 010 
3 in. Shingle én Jee ~~ 18 igs as 17 11 
3 in. Broken Brick is ~ sae “os ss 9.*'3 
Pan Breeze nie " 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed ‘Slag Aggregate per ton 2 16 10 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including jute sacks or non-returnable paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ... 419 9 
1 to 6 tons, site ... ie « 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site Sas $24 9 
lto6ton do. site ... $46.9 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcretein6-ton lots... re p He 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to a ae ton. 


White Portland Cement .. oa 124753 
Under 1 ton per cwt. be 
417. Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 

andupwards .. per ton 6 12° °3 
Super Cement (Waterproof Ds 32s. 6d. per ton above 

Portland Cement. 


Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and ee Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 1-ton lots and up : 1419 6 
White Keen’s or Parian on in 1 ton ‘loads. * 916 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1 ton loads ie 911 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton —_ at oe ee. 

London eS es es 6 6 0 

BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks & ze es Kas per 1,000 10 3 O 
Second Hard Stocks... ie wae aie 9 33:°0 
Mild Stocks . a 3.8 0 
Allloaded free into lorry at the works. "The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. | 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. . 

District. Commons ... z ee aes “ S'-S.09 
Cellular do. ... oo axe kee as = ee ee 
Keyed do eee a4 Sts eee se Sag 3 
Rustics do. ... as as ata =e a 6:10 «3 
Cellular Rustics do. < als < 610 3 
Single Bullnose GG. ... O73 .73 
Sandfaced do. 7 ae 
Cortex Facing Bricks... 6.0 3 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) . 22 14 0 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) as 23:3 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... int ie 20°: 7° 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) sie ae 9 5 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ay m “Te: @ 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks — 

Stations) * P 20 18 6 
3 in. do. (London Stations) 25 4 0 
2% in. Machine Made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London Sites) Se 1210.6 
2% in. Machine Made Muiti Red Facings (London 

Sites) Ee 2°15 6 
23 in. Hand Made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) 4 13 16 0 
23 in. Hand Made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 

(London Sites) a 13 16 0 

2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) _ f 155 56 





2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings = s. 


d. 

(London Sites) per 1,000 12 18 6 
Glazed Bricks (London Stations), White, Ivory, Brown— 

Stretchers ee F 40 0 0 
Headers cae =a - 39 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and ‘44 in. Flats ... ee <5 50 0 0 
Double Stretchers aA, wy mes x ee Ss O08 
Double Headers = Hie as tes Pe 48 10 0 
One side and two ends ioe oe ae “ 54 10 0 
Two sides and one end tis aie se a8 56 0 0 
Splays and Squints.... aie iil — Be 52 0 


Second quality £2 less than Bests. Cream and Buff 
£2 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£5 10s. Od. extra over White. All above plus 55 
per cent. for Bests and plus 50 per cent. for 
Second quality. Plus delivery to site, 30s. per 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow Cray ParTiTION BLOcKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads 
2 in. per yd. sup. 150 yds. 41 
24 in. per yd. sup. 135 yds. 44 
3 in. per yd. sup. 125 yds. 4 10 
44 in. (3 cavity) per yd. sup. A yds. 6 3 
44 in. (6 cavity) per yd. sup... yds. 6 11 


Half blocks add 1s. per yd. super to Shen prices. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. per yd. sup. 3 
24 per yd. sup. ... ae vis ees tbe see ve 3 
3 in. per yd. sup. aac aes aoe awe aut aon 4 it 
4 in. per yd. super ae ne wan skh ay 3 
CRANHAM 


2 in. per yd. sup. $3 
24 in. per yd. sup. saz on ans aah ase cas 38 
3 in. per yd. sup. ce ves fet ne ase ne 6 9 
44 in. per yd. sup. : wa was 8 3 
4} in. per yd. sup. Load sacar, pene 9 3 

OOR BLOCKS 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ¥ 12 in. . delivered inal 
lorry-loads aa ade per 1,000 29 14 0 
4in. do. ove oe eee eee ove ” 32 13 0 
5 in. do. <sé oe ue mes sok a 37 3-@ 
6 in. do. aie aes aie nee eee x 4420 
7 in. do. ove wae én ots ase as 50 19 0 
8 in. do. sf. ae ae ast ‘ve 58 3 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List 


prices delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over ‘2 tons. under 2 tons. under 2 tons. 


ot Quality re 1. aT + 24% 

B.S.S. Best do. +10% +624% 824% +10% +924% 
Tested Quality +374% +4 624%, Taney 7 T3754 904 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%+624% +473%+821°  +4474° +904 

£ at 
3 in. Land Drain a - 12 in. whine per 1,000 8 4 6 
4 in. do. bite is 10 13 0 
6 in. do. pie ae me ine sa oe 22: 220 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ... ene reer per ft. cube 6 7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground... ie % 77 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth, 
B.R., Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area - s 714 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area . = 6 il 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine — B:R:, 
Southern Region ... bia nae “ 7 4 
“one -Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in random 
sizes up to 5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super in 


area i tulperft. sup: fice 
ldin. Slabs for ‘paving, sawn two sides as above 
described... rs, ie 9 1 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality.” 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3in. Rubbed, — ee a. 
stooled cills .. oe Je ft. cube 2 19 : 
12 in. X 6in. “do. do. sé % 233 


12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 1 f é 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice — coping » 6 
14in. x 6in. do. do. Bete 55 1 13 u 


Machin 

Lincc 
Hand n 
Hand n 
Hand n 
Machin 
Hand rr 
Machin 
ee 


NoTE.— 
SLATE 


TIMBE 
Softwoo 
Joiner 
Carca: 
lin. 1 
Hardwox 
Mahos 
do. 
Oak 
do. 
do. 
Teak 
Walnu 


DOOR: 
Deliverec 


SUNDR 
Delivered 
lin. Woc 
quantiti 
tin, ¢ 
< in, C 
2 in, C 


Quantities 
tin. Impc 


Ctoid Glu 
Cut Nails, 
Ire Nails 


METALS 
™ oy 











March 7 1952 THE BUILDER 389 
1952 
§TONE—continued £ s. d, 
£s. d. 4jin. x 1 in., 24in. x 74 in. aa a per ton 2 G26 
44in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face _... perft.cube 1 15 0 Sin. x 3in., 22in. x 7in.. . . 9 100 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... .. per ft. sup. 6 3 Gin. x Zin. ... on wee oe oe ” 110 0 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 9in. X Tin. ... ox “<a <e je 5 0 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .perft.cube 1 1 6 10 in. x 44in., 12in. x 5 in. ws 15 0 
Pe : do., = one edge for fair faced au x rs in., 54 x 4hin., 7in. x 34in., 
brickwor es wad oa ie . iso in. X 4 in., in. X 4 in., 9in. x 4 in., 
Hard York— 10in. xX Sin., 10in.x 8 in., 12 in. x 8 in., 
12in. X 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 6 13in. xX Sin., 14in.x 54in., 14in. x 6in., 
_—a i4in. X 3in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on i 14in. xX 8in., IS5in. x Sin., I5in. x 6in., ” 10 0 
218 6 and front a .. per ft. cube 200 16 in. X 6 in., 16 In. X 8 in., 18 in. xX 6in., 
Qin. X 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... i 418.3 18in. x 7in., 18in. x 8in., 20in. x 6tin., 
000 2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 3 20 in. x 7h in. ... “s eee = 
910 0 2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared,inrandomsizes peryd.sup.2 9 3 Steel angles average price eve ees a or oe 
000 TILES and PANTILES Steel tees average price “a ose P se 6 3--¢ 
: a - a London area by road in 6 tons or over per ee delivered Londoa— 50 0 0 
410 0 uence made Pantiles and French Pattern Tiles from Compound girders sy zy . i 
6 00 Lincolnshire district. 26 10 O bs om pte tanchi age ae a “Sp > 
200 Hand made Pantiles Berkshire district... sie 40 10 0 In Roof W stanchions d Purli ee _ 63 0 © 
Hand made Double Roman Bridgwater ‘district ee wm 4 3 prees —— mhog ee k urlins k. Ls ti 
Hand made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... an 2 2 @ Mild Steel Fe prices not for awkward wor 
eel Ferro-Concrete bars to sensasies ex noaae 
Machine made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district .. aaa 2 4 0 St 
ock 3 in. diam. and upwards pe 36 2 6 
Hand made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. eae fe? 1 60 tin. diam. > 
Machine made Hip and Valley tiles * eee “ae L3-3 + in. oo om mi — ee — ton extra : us : 
pee tiles 1d iecking 498)" ae te ni : is éo. av ie is fee - 7 2 2 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit purchasers’ ‘responsibility. | iia ag 2 M aac S Sy r hay - . ° 
ILD STEEL TUBES 
SLATES Tubes to BSS1387 and Fitti i i 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid pe aun ne ee ene ee 
. “7 —_— loads to a — Station. Per 1,000 actual. aiicarea Ca Tube— W. I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
e ae cna aa : nee Class A +10% : ° 
4 x 12 82 10 0 Class B +194% Light +233% Mall ist —452% 
4 2 ¥ i 7 ie 6 aoe HEY Us, Heavy +314% alleable List —453% +40% 
x 69 17 Black— 
G54 20 x 10 65 10 6 Class A —233% . i 
6 1 1B x lo ; 48 10 9 Class B -13%° ie tH, Malleable List —453% 
lass NET ° 
16 x 10 42 12 6 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
16 x 8 one eee, ove eee ane. 588 33 8 3 Delivered London per yard in 6 ft. lengths Sto 
3 0} Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibilit P 
aie ieee g »?P P y- ‘i bai — Ends 
4 i a in. si “aa a = mi = - 
"a ined CO a a mea 
Joinery quality Ae Ex Wharf -” standard £130 to £135 ah in es ak = =" es Bee ie a Has 
5 3 Carcassing quality do. a £115 to £120 $40. ah an ean Bea pot =: «AIG 6 A 
5 9 lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring Oe ne o £123 10 0 z sing it aa a p38 aa / / / 
6 9 Hardwood— ; C.I. O.G. GuTTERS 
8 3 Mahogany—African S.E. ... .. do. ...perft.cube 110 0 3 in. eee oo oe ose eee -- «3/4 3/- -/9 
9 3 do. Honduras do.... aes dt ss ra 215 0 34 in. cee es see eve see <<o Ee KL 1/1 
Oak European do.... Se das. Ss ee z 0 @ 4 in. oe eee eee eee eee ae 491 3/2 1/2 
do. Japanese do.... ree dG: . sxc i Li G 4} in. eee ose ose ese oss w- 4/6 3/7 1/4 
914 0 do. English Logs sawn... do. at = § 4 ¢ 5 in. eee eee eee eee eee eee 4/10 4/3 1/6 
413 0 Teak 8 in. average Saks one do. wa ms 3 @ 6 C.I. RAIN-WATER Pipes 
730 Walnut African Logs sawn... do... ” 1 7 6 Per yard in in 6 eat seaanal Pipes Bends Branches 
4 20 ff poors (inLots I—11) 2 in. ao oe 
: . : Delivered London area. 3 gg a = My Ge ay a 243 at sit 
| ltin. 4 Horizontal yg Pattern 4 in deal 34 in. a yd re a pe ih 7/1 4/8 6/9 
43 Eq x pt by ° axe ee - Wa6 each : . 9 4in. ifs pas ace Oa 5/7 8/2 
Bin, x Gi. ... Aye: X 1 9 
dard List 2ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Lis 9 2 in L.Cc. CoareD ™ —. 4/10 S/1 
| ma <eoe= is 3 | 2m eee OS 
10 Pieces 2in. do., but top panel open. ” Pattern 4 x G in deal Sie Se eS ~ ih ee < 5/11 8/9 
2 tons. 2ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 eee. Se ee ee hl 
ain. x Gf ein 22 ehe ee: eee eee ee 
£204 2 in. ied top ey! een Pat 2x Gi in deal : ee Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lots 
2 904% 2%. 9in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 211 9 only increased by approx. 10% from February 27, 1952, details published 
° ° asf a ae * later. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3100 amended to August 13, 1951, 
£ os. 4. SUNDRIES ) 100 per cent. and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots Sper cent. 2-ton lots 
8 4 6 Delivered London area. per Com. 
10 13 9 FF Lin. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in, x 2ft. 0 in. in LO re 
ae” ec eae oe Piso aa Sat 
din. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) a Sea . 9 2 | €in SO SS ee eee eee 
dyin, do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 10 7 “* ASpestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND rte ' 
ae oa sd iGS 
»- Jin. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) + ” I] 11} Orders under £30 less 124 per cent discount. 
7% Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness. Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
tin. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in. 
hin. Hardb per 100sq.ft. 210 0 | Pipes 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/ll «3/3 3/ll 5/5 
7 if ta. en oard a do. . oe » ; = Siew <5" ca, “et GO 1/10 2/1 2/6 3/9 
% in, Asbestos Flat Building $ ‘Sheets a ‘.. per yd. sup. 2 3 — poieancyi obtuse... 2 1 35 ry Ya 
ee Felt, 1- ae eee oe oe ” : : Swan Necks 44 in. or 6in. . 
74 mp eeoech Sion: Z slabs... os ... per $ cwt. 5 00 eee Aes O. 'G. Pe. _— aed i 
a oe ASS ee ee 4in. 44in, Sin. 6 in, 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up (1-ton ‘lots) es ... per ton 53.5 6 Gutters 6 ft. sian coe DEF t 4. aoe 3/11 4/10 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ...—.... per cwt. 213 6 aac do a ee a 25 2/0 We 
up. 7 2 METALS —— Angles and nozzles... ss a a 
il iolste— nion Clips ae 
9 6in. x 5in., Sin. x Sin., Sin. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
12i in. x 6 in. plain, cut to lengths delivered London 3in, «=64ine «= 44in. = Sin. Gin. 
Bun fe " ade Rie ada per ton 26 0 0 Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/1 2/6 2/7 3/- 4/3 
2219 6 " for sizes Drop ends ti each 1/2 1/9 1/10 2/1 2/7 
5 23 in. X ldin. ... sé “ 310 0 Stop ends .. eS -/8 -/9 -/10 1/- 
112 6 Jin. x 3 in., 4 in. x 3in., Sin. x afi an in 1 5 0 | Angles and nozzles » Ifih ft 2/6 2/7 3/9 
. eo $in. x 1din. ... ite ce ihe es 300 Union Clips aa » <f10 - -$il i> 1/2 1/8 
119 0 
J 











390 


METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 


in London 

£ -¢.s. 

Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant — =e con TO 
Mild Steel Bars 5 eae ws oo tO 
Mild Steel Hoops one cae ae eve eee ape BOOU he =O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
7 et aa 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


20 gauge sie uP wes aa a eas hm 90 
24 gauge — ees Res - a sea - 43 14 0 
26 gauge - eee -. 4414 0 
Gabeenend Corrugated sk sheets 6 ft. to 9 9 ft. a 
20 gauge oes ‘ — — ons, On) ee 
24 gauge one sibs is wets see = se) De oe iG 
26 gauge diss 7 es, ane SONIDO 6 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge om es eae re os SBS 6 
24 gauge sis bes ie ae sae soe os. ae eG 
26 gauge 60 19 6 
Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S.940. Prices on 


application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 


PLUMBERS’ Brass WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area 
O. 


All per doz. tin. fin. Lin. Ifin. 14in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks PGrutch 
head for iron 86/3 132/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 135/- 182/6 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 86/- 120/- 186/- 368/- 548/- 941/- 
do. withtwounionsforlead 124/- 165/- 263/- 488/- 703/- 1253/- 
Double nut boiler screws 26/- 32/- 55/- 83/- 128/- 202/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 226/- 348/- 481/- 732/- 903/- 
Plumbers union brass lead to 
iron ee oa oe 23/- 33/- 41f/- 72/- 96/- 190/- 
ld in. lhin. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 26/- 30/- 45/- i 116/-  124/- 
Brass sleeves 31/- 42/- 72/- 87/- 109/- 
14x61b. 14x61b. 2X7lb. 3X7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with coma eeenne 
screws. Set 83/6 104/3 167/- 285/- 
Lead S. trap do. 101/- 125/3 205/3 368/6 
Solder— S00. 
Plumbers’ se Sei — sn perlb. 4 6 
Tinmen’s_... = ane we “ ane on “6 5.6 
Blow pipe 5.6 


Copper tubes BSS '659/1944 on the basic price of 26d. per Ib., plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
i= x 19 gauge 143 Total per Ib. 40% 
in. X 19 ae 134 is » 39% 
lin. x 18 3 11} a sore OIE 
ld in. x 18 > 114 ie » 374 
ld in. x 18 ss 114 > 5 one 
2%. X 17 ee 123 ss » 382 
Rolled Copper sheets — to 48 i in. ida: habe price S ie 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras .. perton 280 0 0O 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards ... ~perewt. 12.5 6 
do. 12 gauge do. ‘a 2.36 
Brass tubes basic ane _ gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras eos §=6per Ib. 2 14 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPE 
Basis selling price in minimum one ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


Be 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and epee: perton 194 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils : ae 5. 5.0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over, 2in. ‘to 44 in. dia. eae oe 198 5 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ... as set a 196 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwts. and under 1 ton : per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ses ibe aa sei - 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. soe ~— ~ ii pe 6 0 
28 Ib. do. 1 cwt. 8 0 

Cutting Sheet Lead to size less than 15 ft. long 
and/or less than 7 ft. wide and under 34 lb. substance, 
or cutting Lead Pipe at usual Trade extras. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £141 Os. Od. 
per ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, Etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Deliveredon Site perton 7 2 0 

do. White do. do. be m 7? wae 
Sirapite Coarse do. do ais ies ss (ae 

do. Fine do. do. = ose a Tas 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads sien = sia as es i ee 
Hydrated Lime do. jes ane = ne 5 43:6 
Lump Lime do. we se ges i 414 6 
Granite Chips do. ae “7 2 4 6 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath on Base Board ‘Zin. thick 600 

yds. and over in one — according to 

works. Delivered site . peryd. 2/3} 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 

12 ft., in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one es 

according toworks. Delivered site. ee eg 2/64 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. 6 sa 
Ceiling Distemper yee aon sie per cwt. 1Re 
Washable Distemper... aus eee es $12 9 
Gloss Paint a Ses tas ae ‘ per gal. 215 @ 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 
Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks ‘ per cwt. 10 14 9 
1 cwt. kegs Hfte 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 8 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg ... 7 per cwt. 919 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg % > 0G 
Size XD quality es ares per firkin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil G6 gal. ) Drums extra * per gal. i O74 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. na 1 0 6 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) do. ... ae ee 4 11} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. oes as 4 i 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. —* Exterior ae ns 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) : as as p L ¢ 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets per Ib. ¢ 
White Lining Paper per piece 2¢ 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside Sa6 wee per gal 110 0 
Oak Pale Copal do. aie “as ‘ 112 6 
Hard cf Oak for Inside... wae aoe a A el 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. eee eae om 115 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. aoe aoe ae 2 2 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish re aes a 2 2% 
Front Door Varnish ass a ah ae Bs 1 if & 
Japan Gold Size ... see Si as aes me 110 0 
Black Japan -_ ney: sae ae eee a 36 
Brunswick Black sei we aie “es i 100 
Berlin Black sae cae see ave ive - i 3s ¢@ 
Terebine és aes ae cs I Sa 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles extra) see = 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) aut We ae Ibe 
GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut sizes. 


ki 
18 oz. ae sos a ss ee per ft. super 44 
24 oz. we - — sss ae ne os a5 ati 
peg aa ‘as wee = aN sch ae ~ vs 
320 ” ” 93 
English Rolled Plate and Figured Cathedral, 
etc., in cut sizes, over 500 ft. — saies all kinds. 
Rolled Plate 4 i in. oma see ss Pe q 
* Rough cast ¥ in. she pe ne see S $s 8} 
Rough cast 4 in. i ese oe a 8} 
Figured Rolled, and Cathedral White" Ase i so 1 
Figured Rolled, Standard Tints ite nae nh as 104 
Figured Rolled Special Tints ... és oss » ” 1 3 
Figured Rolled Real Ruby . os 5p 2. 74 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Major Reeded } in. thick ... Fr oo a 9} 
Wired cast, 4 in. thick ... eee ats eae a me 9} 
Georgian Wired cast... eee a wae ” ” 10 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
PB. Se < 33 X Ses osc are , each 2 6 
P.B.3. 73-x-7% X 3¢m. «.. pe pea we 3 10 
P.B. 32. 73 x 7% X 34 in sea 5 3 10 
— Corner Brick to match wad with— 
PBs 2 mS eo i 4 6 
P.B. 3 ste ts ae on “se dae a 6 0 
P.B..32.. « ste eee ose ive er S 6 0 
Plate Glass. 
Polished Plate Glass. Ordinary 
substance about } in. thick 
per ft. super. 
Glazing for Selected 
Glazing Glazing Silvering 
purposes Quality Quality 
In plates not «dl s. d. s. d. s. d. 
2 ft. sup. ats a 3.8 45 
5 ft. sup. ae ae “e 3 10 eee ae 
45 ft. sup. Ses i ee 4 5 5 0 6 0 
100 ft. sup. 49 5-9 mg. 
Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding. 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
Glazing for 
Glazing 
purposes 
per ft. sup. 
s. d. 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. both ways 7 4 
180 ft. sup. or oo ia ' - 


200 ft. sup. or 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup.. prices on ‘application. ” 
The usual thickness of Polished Plate is about } in., but if required in the 
following special thicknesses in Glazing for Glazing quality the under- 
mentioned extra charges will be made :— 


+ in.-2 in. 
+ in.-¥, in. 
4 in. bare 

4 in. exact 
fs in.—} in. 

# in. exact 
oe: ve arr see see 


6d. per ft. super 


no extra charge 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1952. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 

































































Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town, Grade, 
Aberavon .... : Shoreham A 
Aberdare ... Grade Classification, A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. "1... A 
Abergavenny Craftsmen es noe, 3/4 3/34 3/3 Sittingbourne " ..........A2 
Stee Labourers ee ne 2/10 2/10 2/94 Skegness UD. .,.....0+-Al 
js vcmnttnd ecccecceccce Town, Grade: aie en et Sleaford U.D. . es ; ° : os “- 
Aldershot District ........A2 jo Se OEE CEEe A2 Felixstowe ee goo tl ee A2 ody aE Ee Al 
im vn... "A Burnham-on-Crouch  ....A2 Filey U.D, Luton A Smethwick C.B. ........-. tA 
os weane rr Banietie...  aca A Fleetwood pene aes Wists $s x : RE ay 2 
ET ppeoise a Burton-on- Tree CB. TA Fine Macclesfield er Frees County of ....$A2 

ee ite are tL MANN eo cat Seely nee gees A Folkestone Maider apes AMPCON .--- se eeeeee 
ec eaeorrnetxceveee Bury Sel Ean AN Frinton nt ; Hor seman seccccceccce = Sere eer -Sea Dist. ....A 
‘Ammanford ws Rae ns windeall CRETE Al ME. ¢6nasctnseeess . Maltby sae ee A BOS nc nogeccteoess 
Andover ec ecLLLLLIIAR | Byfleet sete Al | Gainsborough R.D Maldon (Bases) 202 caa | Sogn Sle CH... a 
MEO? Sc ccc cy vecccces A2 | Calder Valley .......0000. A (Mid. pt.). .A2 Malvern U.D. ......000¢ A2 Stafford M.B. ........... A 
Arundel petionctne coos A2 prone, au chvet set A bi-rmor-med deaca 4 MANNE ««. .iccacen ces A | Staines 1k et iS 
AES A MAC CD, coer cccssas A e WM ccc acs Manningtree ........ Al | Stamford M.B. ..- Sega. 
Ashby. dela Zouch U.D. ..A CONRRMES. 8 osocscncces = Glossop ....... te teeeees 2 Mansfield js Teka “a eee sadbeaeoeanes - 
Ashby Woulds U.D. ...... rR Ee | pHRepemee Gloucester ws... esis March  ......ceceeee- ee A2 | Stevenage ecnca 
eee A2 Cardiganshire, County of iia Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ike RE ae ~-A2 Signe. ey 
Ashford (Middiesex)......A CRAIN ho Soa aces A Godalming ....... eee eA Market ~~ mance --Al Stockton R.D............-A 
Ashington ..... sees woe Carmarthenshire, Cnty.of {A2 Goole M.B, ........ seeees ‘A Maryport ..... BPRS Stockton-on-Tees y 
SS secores A Carnarvonshire, Cnty of $A3 Gosport ....... ceeeeeeeeA Matlock | MEER 4c dtadact Al Stoke-on-Trent C a A 
Ashton-under-Lyne ...... A ee baueele Grantham M.B. ........ A PCS 6a cecsseess A2 Stoke Orchard -.. Al 
Aspatria and Brayton... .A2 Castieford ..........:.. A ce... Ee ene A Melton Constable ..... oo nde Stourbridge M B. : A 
‘Gaahicne (parts oR | Gam OOO ‘A | Great Yarmouth -.2.°77° A Melton Mowbray U.D. Al | Stourport U.D.— A 
Aylesbury veeessssA2 | Chapel-en-le-Frith "22122! Al Grimsby C.B.&R.D.(part) A | Merthyr ......... A j 
G b eee Stowmarket ..... Al 
Aylesby (Yorks) | Se gee A Charmy Down ..,........- A rimsby R.D. (remainder) AZ Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 

Aylesham ...... eacace cme Chatham & District ...... Al Guildford District ...... A2 Middleton ..., E Sunderland District “7 
aoaee A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ...... A Guilsborough SRY 7 Middlewich 2." 5 Sunningdale eee y 
Bees Ub aa | Chekmeford ......... ce EE eric cwencncss .--A | Milford Haven’: ‘ Sutton Coldfield M:B.°.21.A 
Banbury Reese mary Cheltenham A Halesowen M.B, wv Morecambe Swaffham per 
iad Cais UD” A Chepstow ae Al Halifax ae teats - Morley igi Swanage eeeese osenesaeae 

: gla Chertsey . ey Halstead... A2 Mundesley ... ‘ene ii hab ainda SeSeSe 
Barnoldswick U.D. ...... Al Clietar A Haresfield ‘Al ; : a eer rer rres, 
Barow-in-Furgess" 22°27. A | Chesterfield Mi °210001A | Harlow .. hb Meee A | Swinton U2. 220020000000 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D, Chesterfield R.D. ........A Harpenden « A Newark-on-Trent R.D.”- ‘Al Tamworth MLB. CRON AD 

oes Throssington AZ) .. Chester-le-Street U.D. ... A ey Teese A | Newbury ........ onset: |! Seaman ccs 
veceeececese.. 0, A | CQhiichester ..............A2 | Hartlepool .............. Newcastle-on-T > anid tease dai: 
Basford R.D. (exc. wi Chippenham (ine. Chippen- Harwich © 0000000 A | Neweastle-under-Lyme 207A | ‘Thames Haven’ 12222727 - 
by-on-the-Wolds A2).. ham Within and Harden- ee eee A2 New Forest District ...._ Al Thetford natehen eae 
Basingstoke <a pe CEE ie A2 Pea A2 wae - The hey cihetckéccsanelil 
eng Ranga GUM: secs csc ceccsdee A Hatfield (Herts.) .......... A N Man :..,. mek O's anne 
: OHO? fos cos kes pees Haywards Heath ...,.... A2 ieapent" Pagnell SaaS ro Thurrock U..G. Aiea. 
Cleethorpes «2.22. 2cclle A | Hemel Hempstead **?:1 17 A | Newton Abbot 1....°7° <  ypensennieds 
CHOON esta caccccccss Al Henley-on-Thames ...... A2 Northallerton Dist..." *" A Tedmeel “ayesha 2 
Cleveleys ...... Sunes unncee Ss Ree A2 ‘eine Ce z mo na ee A 
3 Se Ree yi Herefordshire, Cnty. of .. .tA2 North Shield pnb “s): oaeenee Al 
Caiille. UD. oo. 665550 A Herne Bay ........ iSync Norton Radetod "2.7" : — ES mad Al 
Cobham (Surrey) ........ A a cakasae A Norwich ...... ea ae a ; a 
—_ Geueecdeucate A = ER. BE * Nottingham GM ..cs-5.. Tunbridge ' Wells .... 2° "Al 
— AY Sole Bay TTTIAE | HIER aie SoocccccaY | Nameton MB Tynemouth C.B. 22222010. 
pecan wees ee Counkion 2. cs , wey Highworth ............ A2 oe eee ckene Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 
Beton & Sapicford Wi! "A | Consett, voeseces sree: PT i —~ -ydnendienseeteey a Se Pmmpamebemeie Btn al “— 
Beet UD. seveveeee. et ee eee ge eee e+. 
SD aedaaen coool TF Coventry GR ..b..--5-. Be | ME cevencacescncecc fGen Denese A | Walsall C.B. 
feuioeton weee Gadacue at Cranbrook .............. A2 Horsham ..............A2 to “y Wantstdewewadanue A Walsden ig 
oon 5 N faa wer —§ rr “i al Cerone bes ian 
Beverley ...... ae ieee 7 Crawley (Sussex) . ~-A2 Huddersfield 222222222121 A Paignton Lo ee Be A 
Buhill-on-Sea °° °° °°" "a2 CROWS oscucds A = BU vases sconces een Peterborough Warminster ..... Ra 
Biggleswade ............ A2 Cromer ..... Al Uunstanton ... +++ - -A2 ale Warrington ....... aetedea A 
Billericay .. A Crowborough cha Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A Pickering Warwick M.B. A 
so hadebebhebeedese HE a” eeeenoent ~ A Hikley Oe eee A a Wellington _R.D.........Al 
Bilingham U.D.° "222221124 | Dalton-in-Furness ........ 2. ~~ eqeeasenanee - cntypridd Diseri 2 Wells (Norfolk) 22227 2 
EE scnpvisiaengas A | Darlington District”: 1..1 an Se + | fee Wolo Ges Gis sqnatae r 
Birchington .........0.. A2 Darwem  .....ccc0 waeucde A se par ole A2 Portl: an Welwyn. Gar. City 222.011 -A 
Birkenhead (0 a | geroiemehtty A2 | Isle of Thanet ....... Ae | Se West Bromwich C.B. 2.2... 
Birmingham C.B. "2... tA | DenbighTown 212222221: A2 | Isleof Wight ......... oA2 | Borercnn A | Westbury «2.2.20 eee oA 
Bishop Auckland ........A BRIOR OLE och ck ccsaceees A Jarrow M.B. ...... sere A P. 4 Westcliff-on-Sea ..........A 
Bishop's Stortford ..... ~ & Oo eee ee A2 _— stteeee tt teeeeee A paler pies ogee os aa ‘A a Nie tecee ++ Al 
ak Devon, County of ...... ‘A2 endal ..... aca atin aaearals Vee i ee SITETE A ney eston-super-Mare ....AL 
Bemus ee MR | Remon oR | Ramer STAR | Wet ace S 
idcot *..  A2 ettering M.B. .......... , County o uy sckdasneeees 
3 es A2 pe * Re A WINS Se cacesdcecas TA2 WEMby UD. 2.2.20. -Al 
Doncaster C. A a ciidaineies mae...... A WOME Givcduasccuadedes A Whitstable and District ":A2 
| ROR EE Al | King’s Lynn Reading | .+--+++++eseeees A | Wickford -+......seeeee.0A 
Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell Redcar ee écuaede Widnes eecccdcccccccecs 2 
ing Poole and Wimborne Kingsteignton Redditch U.D. Ltt seeeeeees A \ ee 
Mint fe "A2 Kirkham Pa otk : + sang and Reigate ...... A — eeecccccece eeeeeA2 
WOE cccakscetdsscce ccc A2 Knaresborough U.D. . IPON «2... es eves tease A3 MNINGLON ee eee eeeeeeee eA 
DUMOHNE ok co caccccce A Knowle .....,.....0. Rochdale ......... -:A Lage ocece 
Driffield UD... 2 .0..000. Al | Lancaster ........... coco See -Al 
Droitwich M.B. .......... At | Leamington M.B. 121222. A | Rotherham .. A 
Dudley M.B. .......00.06 A | Leatherhead ........ ....A | RugbyM.B.......... A 
a ae A BOQ -cccasvictcnvecencd A Saffron Walden ..........A2 
eee ee A pe ond <= errr A = — Raemetda oveccetecht 

Can sussctesacd eighton Buzzard ........A2 z. Mcaccseeecqeata 
Breconshire, County of . ‘iA2 Eastbourne ............ Al Letchworth a Al St. Neots Aa | Woking (Disicicsy 
Brent Knoll ..........05 E. Glam. & Mon, Val. ... A ueqiccssceeessA2 | Salisbury Soren Wokingham ....... AR 
Brentwood 23333 ..... a st Grinstead District. A2 | TEhheid Web. 222“R | Salisbury Plata. 1222. ete Wolverhamptoa 6.8. 1.121. 

. ri Eastwood (Notts.) U. Dm ..A Lincoln C.B. A Sawbridgeworth A Woodbridge ........... "A 
IN Seis; .<.ccect cca Eobw Vale & District ....A ee oe Ss oleae yess aie Worcester C.B. ...cccccccA 
Brighouse “222222 .22TIITa | Edembridge .......... AZ | Liverpool ssecvecccccees,® | Scarborough .20222222177a | Workington | ...........0A 
ME scxicsvacteccell Expt sacnndascise nodes vale EARNERS oe sccccccccccdil SemMEGTVS 26. cccccesceechh br MLB. .....+.++.A 
 sccccncccsccevcd | Seale iaaataite © Lianelly sesteceesesseee el SOF | ecctvécccccekéscsule oe seseesrseeees cA 
Danis iaseeessess oA Pak > nein a | pony eee —— Ct ecsececteceaten wee <<s 
Bromsgrove U.D. ........ enhamM ....ccceeeeee Az ong Eaton ....... < CTMESS cccccccccec ee AZ dy dap jecie 
BEE isncce.cssccsqsch | BAMMOUD ....0...0.-.-42 | Loughbovough MIR .....A | SMUD ccccccccccsccceeM | Wee sccesenenseccncees 
Broughton (Cheshire) ©: ':°A | Fareham .........---.- A | LouthM.B, ............A2 | Shipley ..........c.c0ce00A ymondham ...... +202 
_ _\ aepeeer~ Faversham ......... vec EOWGMO® oo cvecesccucs & Shoeburyness ........... A WOME i cedcaudPaaccecctsh 
* For Birkenhead . pr aaerng and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 6d.; Labourers, 3s. jd. In the case of London therate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 
en, 3s, Pon Son bourers, 3s. Od. t Plus 2d. ver working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Carpenter Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts og ng the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes i. 2s. 5d. per hour. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 2s. 1d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 392. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pennine Way Public Inquiry 

A public inquiry about the part of the 
Pennine Way across Kinderscout in the 
Derbyshire Peak District will be held on 
March 21, at 10.30 a.m., in the Constitutional 
Hall, Eccles-road, Chapel-en-le-Frith. 


Timber Course at Oxford 


The one-week timber course by Dr. H. E. 
Desch, F.R.I.C.S., held last year, is to be 
repeated at Oxford from April 5 to April 10, 
and further details may be obtained from 
11, Haymarket, London, S.W.1. 


Housing: A Combined Operation 

Speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Bristol Association of Building Trades 
Employers on March 5, Mr. J. Ian Robert- 
son, National President, said: ‘‘ We won the 
war by the use of all arms—land, sea and 
air. We shall only carry the housing cam- 
paign to a successful conclusion if we again 
recognise the advantages of a combined 
operation and make the fullest use of the 
free enterprise builders—those experienced 
veterans of the inter-war years.” 


Subsidies in Northern Ireland 


The Northern Ireland Government has 
decided to adopt the following subsidy rates 
for local authority housing :— 


Exchequer Rate 
Number of Apartments. Contribution Contribution 
je he £. g...d. 
Three or less ... at a ee 3 $s 
Four ar sip a oo @ 4.35 6 
Five or more wei a. 1s 15 10 0 


Certified Carpenters’ Award 


The chairman of council, Mr. P. J. Barton, 
and the chairman of the examination board, 
Mr. N. W. Kay, of the Incorporated British 
Institute of Certified Carpenters, travelled to 
Sunderland on February 17 to present to 
Mr. J. Carter, of West Hartlepool, the insti- 
tute’s bronze medal awarded for the highest 
marks in the 1951 Associate Examination in 
Carpentry and Joinery. This is the first 
award. The presentation was made at the 
institute’s Northern Section dinner, at 
which Prof. W. B. Edwards, F.R.I.B.A., of 
the School of Architecture, King’s College, 
Newcastle, proposed the toast of the insti- 
tute. Mr. A. Hornsby, chairman of the 
Northern Section, responded. 


Regional Housing Board 


The third of the Regional Housing 
Production Boards whose formation was 
announced by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
on ne 22, has now been set up. It is 
for the Midland Region comprising the 
counties “of Herefordshire, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Worcester- 
shire. Its headquarters will be in Birming- 
ham, and the independent chairman is 
Brigadier J. A. Barraclough, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
O.B.E., M.C. Representatives of the build- 
ing trades employers are Mr. J. M. Leach 
and Mr. F. Russon; and representatives of 
the operatives are Mr. J. Mills and Alder- 
man C. G. Spragg. Mr. M. F. B. Bell, 
Principal Regional Officer, will represent the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government; 
and Mr. W. E. Davis, C.B.E., the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service. Mr. W. S. 
Allen, M.ILE.E., M.I.R.E., A.F.R.AE.S,, 
Regional Director, M.o.W. is also a member. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Stes 2 H. J. STARKEY, managing director of F. Troy and 

, Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk-street, S.E.1, has retired 

and Mr. Donald Fraser has been appointed to succeed 
nim. 


THE BUILDER 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Reconstruction of the Canongate 


BoOwW-WINDOWED shops will probably 
feature in the reconstruction of the 
Canongate, Edinburgh. Further details of 
the scheme to beautify this historic portion 
of the city were given to members of the 
Edinburgh Corporation Housing Committee 
recently. 

Under the scheme, Bible Land and Shoe- 
maker’s Land, two historical buildings, will 
be retained and reconstructed, but other ad- 
joining property will be demolished. In its 
place will be built a block which, with the 
two buildings previously mentioned, will 
provide 21 new three-apartment houses and 
four of four apartments. The frontage will 
be of roughcast, typical of the old houses in 
the Canongate, and in appropriate colours. 

On the street level provision will be made 
for about eight shops, which will be con- 
structed to give them “an old world air.” 
An arcade will be created by setting back 
the shopfronts and keeping the house fronts 
out to the normal line. The new building 
will be of the four-storey type. The old 
buildings are five-storey, but it is likely that 
the top storey will be “ flatted” and let out 
to artists and others as studios, etc. 

In the original plan for this part of the 
Canongate, drawn up by a former city archi- 
tect, there was to have been a gap between 
the two old buildings. In the new plan the 
buildings will be in one block. 

The decision to provide shops rather than 
houses on the street level has been made fol- 
lowing a criticism from the Department of 
Health that it would be inconvenient for 
people to live on the ground floor since 
their front windows would be facing the 
street where people would be passing every 
few seconds. 


Furniture Competition Results 


Two awarps of £20 and one of £10 were 
made in the competition for low-price fur- 
niture designs organised by the Council of 


ROOFING 


Prompt and careful attention is a feature 
of the Boddy Roofing Service which 
embraces every type of Roofing work. 
ASBESTOS 
STRIPPING and 
RE-COVERING 


SLATING 
AND 


TILING 


ETC. 











A Technical Staff is always available for 

consultation with Architects, Builders and 

all concerned with Roof Construction and 
Maintenance. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
COMPANY LIMITED 
81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone : CANonbury 4281 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1952. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. : 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 44d. ; Labourers, 2s. 11d, 

For apprentices, the rates are : 

Percentage of Per week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
a. dd; 
Pati: e% 25 37 1 
2nd ... nae 334 49 6 
Sed ss sae 50 74 3 
4th ... is 663 99 0 
COE aan 75 111 44 


For female labour, the rates are : 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 5s, d, 


probationary period) a a 211 
Operatives on labouring operations Gat 
end of probationary period) one 1 <oe 




















Industrial Design Scottish Committee and 
open to Scottish furniture manufacturers 
and designers, results of which were an- 
nounced on February 27. 

The £20 awards went to Mr. Peter Mel- 
ville, 11, Eton-terrace, Edinburgh, and to a 
joint entry by Mr. James B. Armstrong, 24, 
Buchanan-street, Dunfermline, and Mr. 
A. G. Giffen, 15, Broughton-place, Edin- 
burgh. The £10 award was made to Mr. 
T. R. L. Robertson, 244, Rosslyn-street, 
Kirkcaldy. 

The judges were of the opinion that the 
standard of even the best of the submissions 
was not sufficiently high for them to make 
the full awards of £50 which had _ been 
offered for the competition. 


Steel for School Building 


LocaL education authorities in Scotland 
have been informed by Mr. James Stuart, 
the Secretary of State, that school accom: 
modation to the value of £10m., now under 
construction in Scotland—which will pro- 
vide 60,000 school places when completed— 
together with technical school buildings 
under construction, will be given first claim 
on the Scottish Department’s allocation of 
steel. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Corporation has approved the erection | of 


ten houses for old folks, also 148 houses at 
Craigneuk housing site. The architect is Hart 
Shaw (F.), Municipal-chbrs., Graham-sq., Airdrie. 


East Kilbride—Lanarkshire €.C. to erect nev 
housing scheme at the Nerston housing site, fo 

which the architect is Samuel MacColl (F.), Count- 
chbes.. Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


Edinburgh.—Warrant granted to the Secretary 0 
State for Scotland at Edinburgh Dean # 
Guild Court for the erection of a  radiother- 
peutic institute at the Western General Hospita 


Edinburgh. Est. cost, £240,000. Plans by the Chie! 
Architect, 6, Cambridge-st. 
Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new Cathol 


Church and other buildings which ave to_be ereclté 
for The Archdiocese of Feat at Lamont. 
Balarnock. The architects are Reginald Fairlie 4 
Partners, 6, Ainslie-pl., West-end, Edit nburgh. 

Glasgow.- -Plans in hand for new commertii 
garage, also extensions to the offices at Strachurs 
The architect ig Henry Davies, 40, Portland 
Kilmarnock, 

Glasgow.—Corporation to have plans pr ehh 
new sc Soci buildings at C athedral- a.. for which t 
orgy k John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st., 
gow, W.C 


Glasgow. aia in hand for Alexander Brown é 
Co. i, el Ltd., for alterations and adiditios 
to be carried out at York- st. The consulting & 





gineers are Crouch & Hogg, 18, Woodside-té 
Charing Cross, Gl asgow, W.C. a 
Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for reconst truce 
and additions of the Anderston buildings i 
Che , side and Darroch-st. for James Aitchise 


Oo. (Tyres), Ltd... The architects are Wats on, 
aa and Gray (F. and A.), Central Station-be® 
Union-st., Glasgow. 
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Greenook.—Pians in hand for new scheme of ex- 
tensions and additions which Scott’s Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Co., Ltd., are to have erected at 
their Main-st. works, Cartsdyke. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to-be prepared for scheme of 
new houses for the Development Corporation for 
which the architect ig Donald Raey (F.), Torrence 
House, East Kilbride. 

Paisley. —Corporation propose erection of 88 three- 
and 92 four-apartment houses at Glenburn No. 4B 
Develc ypment. 

Thankerton.—Lanarkshire C,C. to have new houses 
erected for which the architect is Samuel MacColl 
(F.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For somo contracts still open but not includ- ‘d 
in this list see previous issues. Those witi ag 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


MARCH 7. 

*tWorcestershire ©C.C.—First instalment of a 
College of Further Education, Kidderminster. F. 
Gibyerd (F.), 8, es st., London, W.l. Dep. £22s. 
Tenders by "March 29 

ARCH 10. 

*+Grimsby on-teeeeeie. J. V. Oldfield, 
BE. & S. Dep. £5. 

MARCH 12, 

*tEnfield U.D.C.—Nine flats, 3 maisonettes 
3 shops at Hertford-rd. site. Frank Lee, 

len Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


Teiricerton B.C.—24 houses at Cotteylands. 
H. S. W. Stones & cage architects, 20, The 
Crescent, Taunton. Bac yey 


and 
&S 


RCH 1 
*tipswich c.B.—80" flats os on estate and 
Stokest., Bell-lane area. B.S., 19, Tower-st. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
MARCH 14. 

*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis B.C.—Bridge at 
ee la B.E. & S., 6, Pulteney-bldgs. 
Dep. £2 2: 

MARCH 


“tMalden and Coombe B.C-—-Two flats at 139, 
Kingston-rd. B.E. 


*tSedg ley U.D.C.—18 houses at Summer-la., Lower 
Gornal. , The Limes, Dudley-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 

Holderness R.D.C.—36 houses at three sites. A. 


Tillotson, Council Offices, Skirlaugh. Dep. £2 2s. 
Marshland R.D.C.—Four bungalows at Small Lode, 
Upwell, nr. Wisbech. Architect, ——n Offices, 
Alexandra-rd., Wisbech. Dep. £1 
*tRomsey and Stockbridge. R.D. on houses at 
.. No. 2, Awbridge. W. A. Tanner. Clerk. Dep. 
3s. 
tWellingborough U.D.C.—80 houses at Croyland 
Hall Farm estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by April 9 
*tWellinghorough U.D.C.—80 houses at Croylands 
Hall Farm estate. R. Kilby, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
tWest Sussex C.C.—Canteen kitchen and dining- 
toom at Southbourne sch. County A., Chichester. 
tWimbledon B.C.—Three houses at Havelock-rd. 
and one at Kohat-rd. B.E. 
MARCH 

Hartismere R.D.C.—'Ten eciee at Botesdale and 
Hoxne. Leslie Barefoot, The Thoro’ Fare, Ips- 
wich. Dep. £2 2s. (each site). 
Hinckley U.D.C.—60 houses at three sites. 
veyor, 9, Station- rd, Dep. 

ilkeston B. CBeaction ‘of 52 houses on the Kirk 
~~ souetae estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 

*tPortsmouth T.C.—9 shops and maisonettes at 
a trove. Thomas, Jolly & Grant, Coronation- 

ing’s-ter. Dep. £3 3s. 


Sur- 


MARCH 19. 

nev U. rm C.—22 houses at Shaw-la. estate, 

Guiseley , Micklefield-hse., Rawsdon, nr. 

leeds, Dep. ofa 

ingham R. 50.2 dnotiings at various sites. 

G. L. Bratt, Council Offices, St. Peter’s-rd., Shering- 
. Pp. 


ik E. on” “eae ae adjacent to Thorpe St. 

Andrew prim. sch. F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief 

Education Officer. Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

cal T.C. —Superstructure of new technical 
lege ; ng shops with maisonettes and two 

Warwick-av., Whitleigh, — 12 shops and 

B maisonettes and 10 gersee. hitleigh Green. 
AA = (A.), Seymour-rd. p. 


RCH 271 
4 bumes B oben to a boundary wall 
: a corn Station-rd., 8.W Ww. 


THE BUILDER 


*Bexley B.C. q _dwel lings at Upton Close estate. 

.E. & 8. Dep. 5s 

‘Huvton-with-Roby “U.D. '-¢ houses at St. 
John’s -rd. East site. H. K. Pilkington, E, & S. 


Dep. £2 23. 

*tLianfyllin B.C.—26 houses. W. B._ Bond, 
quantity surveyor, Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham, 3. Dep. £3 3s. 

*South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—Four houses at 
Castle Camps. Architect to R.D.C., County Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—10 houses and four 


bungalows at Sawston estate. Architect, County 
Hall, Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 22. 


*tCamberwell B.C.—Extension 
Honor Oak. S. J. Harvey, T.C. 
MARCH 22. 
houses at 
&S. Dep. £5 


to crematorium at 
Dep. £2 2s 


*tLewes 
C.F. 


B.C.—34 
Butler, B.E. 


Church-la. North. 


5 5s. 


MARCH 24. 

Bolton T.C.—124 dwellings at Oldhams estate; 18 
at Parkfield-rd. estate; and 38 at Hawthorne-rd. 
estate. Housing Director, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
(each group). 

*Ware U.D.C.—Four shops with dwelling accom- 
modation, King George-rd. W. J. Davis, E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 25. 

*ilford B.C.—Alterations and Seine. 138-140, 
Cranbrook-rd. B.E. & S. Dep. 

*IIford B.C.—Two classrooms at Fanlop sec. sch., 
Fencepiece-rd. B.E. Dep. 

Ilfracombe U.D.C.—24 flats - Slade Valley-rd. 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 26. 

*Cuckfield U.D.C.—-12 houses at Penn-cres., 

wards Heath. R. J. Willett, S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 27. 
Paisley T.C.—88 three-apartment and 92 four- 
apartment —_ at Glenburn No. 4B development 


Hay- 


site. B.E., 14, Gilmour-st. 
MARCH 28, 
*Ploughley R.D.C.—Two houses at Oddington. 
J. W. Martin, E. & S. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 31. 
*Giltingham B.C.—Nine houses. B.E. & S. Dep. 


5 5s. 
poner @. D.C.—30 houses at Bentgate-st. housing 
Dep, £2. 


site. E. & S., Council Offices. 

*Newbury “R.D. C.—Eight houses, etc., at Enborne- 
way, Brimpton. E. G, V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
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APRIL 1. 
*Brighton C.B.—48 flats at Hollingdean estate. 
B.E. & S., 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Walton and Weybridge U.D.C. 
flats over at Longmore Farm. 
APRIL 2. 
Crompton U.D.C.—30 houses on three sites. 
S., Town Hall, Shaw, nr. Oldham. 
__ Rushden U.D.C.—12 houses at Upper Queen-st. 


tate. E. & S. 
APRIL 3. 
*Berks C.C.—Sec. mod. sch. at Park-hse., Andover- 
rd., Newbury. County A., Wilton-hse., Parkside-rd., 
Rez ading. Dep. 


—Three shops with 
tS. 


E. & 


5 5s. 


*Bromley B.C.—78 houses at peers. estate 
(Contract No. 3). B.E. Dep. £2 
*Bromiey B.C.—108 houses estate 


at , pl. 

B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 9. 

*Guildford R.D.C.—Four dwellings at Kingston: 


(Contract No. 4). 


ave., East Horsley. J. W. Wilton, E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s 

“Guildford R.D.C.—Four dwellings at Rickford 
Hill, Worplesdon. J. W. Wilton, E. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


APRIL 17, 
Nottingham T.C.—120 houses and 10 garages at 


Fernwood estate, Wollaton. City Housing Archi- 
tect, Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 21. 


*Woking U.D.C.—104 houses, 
Horsell. H. P. Tame, E. & S. 

NO DATE. 

Dartford R.D.C.—24 houses at Hillhouse-rd. estate, 
Stone. E., Council Offices, West Hill. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH 15. 
Maesteg U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 17. 
Leigh B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 18, ; 
tisle of Ely C.C.—Exterior redecoration of County 


Grove Barts estate, 
Dep. £2 2s 


Hall, March. County A., County Hall. Tenders by 
April 14. 
MARCH 19. 
*Kingston-on-Thames ~~ ame redecoration 
of 177 houses. B.S. Dep. £4 
*Southport C.B.—Painting AF iesiehedtiin and other 
work on Foreshore, Sea-bathing Lake, etc. Boro’ 
Arch. and Town Planning Officer, 93-105, Lord-st. 
Dep. £1 1s. 
MARCH 20. 
Ormskirk U.D.C.—Council’s Surveyor. (Materials.) 
MARCH 24. 


*Birmingham T.C.—Painting exterior woodwork of 
1,513 houses. R. J. Allerton Housing Manager, 
19-29, Summer-row. 

MARCH 28. ; 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—External painting 
of 13) houses. Housing Manager 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 17. 

+Basildon Development Corporation.—Construc- 
tion of sewer and sewage works. W. G. D. Knap- 
ton, Gifford-hse., Bowers Gifford. Pitsea, Essex. 

Richmond 8.C.—Improvement of Sandy-la., 
Petersham.  B.E., ge House, Heron Court, 
Richmond, Surrey. Dep 

West Hartlepool 6.@.-Construction of builders’ 
roads and sewers for the Owton Manor housing 


estate, section No. 4. B.E., Municipal-bldgs., West 
Hartlepool. Dep. £5. 
MARCH 18. 


Keighley B.C.—Advance preparation of housing 
site. B.E., College-st. 

Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Construction of concrete 
carriageway. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 19. 

Ploughley R.D.C.—Laying of 
mains at Upper Heyford. E. 
Bicester, Oxon. Dep. £2. 
Surbiton B.C.—Construction of road and sewer at 
Hartfield-rd. housing site. B.E. & S., Council 
Offices, Ewell-rd. 


spun-iron water 
& S., Waverley-hse., 


MARCH 20 
U.D.C.—Site works on the Lodge Park 
Northants. Dep. 


Corby 


£5 5s. 
MARCH 21. . 
Burnley C.B.—Construction and laying out of 
Barden-la. playing a, >. & beac & Son, %, 
Pp 
Torrington R.D.C.—Shebbear Sewerage and sewage 
Harvey, McGill and Hayes, engineers, 
Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 22. 
c. B Construction of S.W. sewer 


. Civic Centre. Dep. 
£2 2s 
RCH 24, 

Bristol 20~dueatine of Rockingham 
Bridge, Avonmouth. City PS Arno’s Court, 470, 
Bath-rd.. Bristol, 4. Dep. £2 2s. : 

Easthai tead ana Seemvetion of _ soil 
sewers a ~~ Wh, works at se Corner, Wink- 
field. E. & S., er Offices, Church-rd., Brack- 


Dep. 2s. 
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MARCH 26. 
_Hornchurch U.D.C.—Provision, delivery and erec- 
tion of steel footbridge. E. & S., Billet-la. 


MARCH 27. 
ipswich C.B.—Chantry estate sewage purification 
works and off-site sewerage. B.E. & S., 19, Tower- 
oe Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 238. 


Stourbridge B.C.—Surface dressing of carriage- 
ways within the borough. T.C., Council House, 

Sutton and Cheam 8.C.—Road, drainage and 
ancillary works at St. Alban’s-rd.. Cheam. B.E. & 
a Municipal Offices, High-st., Sutton, Surrey. 


p. £1 ls. 
MARCH 29. 
Bucks C.C.—Reconstruction, etc.. of carriageway 


between Stony Stratford and Loughton. CS., 
County Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 

Tredegar U.D.C.—Construction of r.c. covered 
service reservoir of 200,000 gals. capacity, with 


ancillary works. Mr. W. Cory Goddard, M.Inst.C.E., 


M.I.W.E., Midland Bank-chbrs.. Bridge-st., New- 
port, Mon. Dep. £5 5s, 
MARCH 331. 
“Newbury R.D.C.—New road for housing site at 


Midgham. E. G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., Read- 
ing. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 1. 
Great Yarmouth C.B.—Construction of roads and 


sewers. Boro’ Engineer, Town Hall. 
APRIL 2. 
Bracknell Development Corporation.—Construc- 


tion of estate road. General Manager, Farley Hall, 
Binfield. Dep. £5 5s. 

_Bracknell Development Corporation.—Construc- 
tion of sewers. General Manager, Farley Hall, 
Binfield. Dep. £5 5s. 

APRIL 7. 

Bolton C.B.—Construction of street and sewering 
— at Great Lever district. B.E, & S., Town 

all. 

Bolton C.B.—Construction of road and sewer 
works at Hawthorne-rd. housing estate. B.E. & 
S., Town Hall. 

APRIL 8. > 

“Ongar R.D.C.—230 yds. of r.c. carriageway, etc., 
Shelley housing estate. E. & S., Bowes Field, 
High-st. Dep. £2 2s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Fats.—B.0. Housing Committee have 
approved revised plans for additional eight flats, 
making total of 18, at Battemea Park-rd. No. 1 
site. Plans by Howes and Jackman, F./F.R.1.B.A., 
1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

oulsdon and Purley.—Hovsrs.—U.D.C. to build 4 


houses on site near Coulsdon North Station. Plans 
by Chief Architect in Surveyor’s Dept. 
ydon.—ADDITIONAL Factory.—Bowaters Fibre 


Containers, Ltd., Purley Way, propose to erect addi- 
tional factory. Plans by Graham Crump. J.P., 
F.R.I.B.A., 9, King’s Bench Walk, Temple, E.C.4. 

Croydon.—Snops and Fiats.—Plans ¥ Boro’ En- 
gineer for proposed four shops with flats over at 
Calley Down Crescent for Corporation have re- 
ceived town planning approval. 

Croydon.—FLats.—Corporation granted town plan- 
ning approval for proposed 15 flats at Warren-rd. 
Pians by Boro’ Engineer. 

Croydon.—SHorps AND Fuiats.—Town planning 
approval has been granted to corporation for pro 
=— erection of four shops with flats over at Free- 
ands-ave., Monks Hill estate. Plans by Boro’ En- 
gineer, Town Hall. 

ydon.—Factory Resvuitpinc. — Town planning 
permission has been granted to R. K. Webster & 
Co., 27, Purley Downs-rd., Purley, for proposed re- 
building of factory with additions. 

Hammersmith. — Factory AppITIONS. — Planning 
permission hag been granted to Peal & Co., 63, 
Jeddo-rd., W.12, for erection of mezzanine floor to 
incorporate staff lavatories and new entrance. Plans 
by Waite and Waite, 36, Cavendish-sq., W.1. 

Hammersmith.—Conversion.—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., 
have received L.C.C. planning permission for con- 
version of café at 26, Hammersmith Broadway, W.6, 
as bank premises extension. Plans by staff archi- 
tects. 

Harold Wo0d.—Hovuses.—Amended plans for nine 
houses with garages at Squirrels Heath-rd. for J. G. 
Miller & Sons, have received town planning 
approval. 

_ Hornchurch.—Dwe.iincs.—U.D.C. propose _erec- 
tion of 56 dwellings at Hacton Farm estate. Plans 
by Vincent Williams, Engineer and Surveyor. 

Lewisham.—Housinc Scuemes.—We have been in 
formed that responsibility for the preparation of 
plans for housing schemes at Ladywell Park and 
Eliot-pl. is attributable to Mr. M. H. Forward. 
F.R.I.B.A., F.R.1.C.S., Boro’ A., and not as given 
in this column of our February 29 issue. 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. propose to build 11 
houses, nine bungalows, 38 flats, 32 maisonettes and 
five garages at Westwood Hill. Plans by Boro’ 
Architect, M. H. Forward, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.CS., 
Council Offices, Canadian-ave., Catford, S.E.6. 

Piumstead.—FLAts.—Woolwich B.C. Housing Com- 
mittee have approved Jayout plans by Boro’ En- 
gineer for eight flats at Elmdene-rd. 

Romford.—Factory.—Colvern, Ltd., Mawneys-rd., 
propose to build an additional factory. 

omford.—Hovuses.—B.C. propose 451 houses at 
Cross-rd. scheme. Plans by Boro’ Engineer and Sur- 
veyor’s dept. 


THE BUILDER 





** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
BATH AND PORTLAND STONE, ETC. 


The Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., have 
announced that from March 1, ex-quarry prices for 
Bath, Portland, Doulting, Ham Hill and Beer block 
stone have been increased by 3d. per ft. cube. Prices 
for all block stone are based on 20 ft. average. 

In making this increase the company state that 
they are passing on only those additional costs that 
have arisen as a result of recent wage increases. 











South Lambeth. — Factory. — Auto-Combustions 
(London), Ltd., 318, Clapham-rd., S.W.9, propose 
erection of factory at Stewarts-rd. 

Stepney.—ReconstructTion.—Dowton and Hurst, 
architects, 72, New Cavendish-st., W.1, have pre- 
pared plans for reconstruction of pathological 
laboratory at Mile End Hospital. 

Upminster.—Hovuses.—Town planning approval 
has been given to E. W. Smith (Romford), Ltd., for 
proposed erection of ten_houses at River-dr. 

Wandsworth.—F.ats.—L.C.C. have given B.C. 
planning consent for proposed second phase of de- 
velopment at Wimbledon Park-rd. housing scheme, 
comprising 169 flats. Plans by Boro’ Engineer, 
Surveyor and Architect. 

Wembley.—Factory Extension.—Clearex Products 
Manufacturing Co., propose factory extension at 
Spring Works, Heather Park-dr. Plans by W. D. 
Carey, Station Approach, Sudbury. : 

Woolwich.—Hovuses AND Ftats.—B.C. Housing 
Committee have approved layout plans by Boro’ 
Engineer for proposed eight flats at Bastion-rd., 
Plumstead, and two houses at Woolwich Common. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—U.D.C. propose 194 houses at Darn- 
ley-rd. estate. : 

Barnsley.—M.E. approved expenditure of £75,000 
for second instalment of Worsborough Dale sec. 
mod. sch. y 

Billinge and Winstanley.—U.D.C. approved plans 
for ambulance station at Billinge Hospital, for 
Reg. Hospital Brd. L oy 7 

Birkenhead.—Victory Kidder Printing Machine 
Co., Ltd., Laird-st., propose erection of factory at 
Corporation:rd. vee 

Birmingham.—C. of E. authorities propose new 
sch. at Bartley Green. . 

Blaenau Ffestiniog.—U.D.C. to build new factory 
at Haygafth Park. Architects are M. T. 
Pritchard, Bryn Marian, Church-st. 

Bolton.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
new dormitory at Westwood, Whitegate-dr. Archi- 
tect is H. Best, 20, Clifton-st., Blackpool. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. preparing plans for houses 
at Hartle-rd., Belbroughton. Architect is H. T. W. 
Gough, Birmingham. ; 

Carlisle.—T.C. approved extensions to factory at 
Kingston Airport, for Kingston Engineering Co., 
Ltd.; and extensions to Kingmoor Works, King- 
moor-rd., for J. Innes & Co., Ltd. 

Carnforth.—U.D.C. approved plans for 12 houses. 

Chadderton.—U.D.C. propose erection of 70 houses 
at Bare Trees estate. 

Chester—Management of the Blossoms Hotel 
propose extensions to provide for new cocktail and 
lounge bar. : 

Clatterbridge.—Regiona] A., 88, Church-st., Liver- 
pool, has prepared plans for ear, nose & throat _de- 
partments at hospital, for Liverpool Reg. Hos. Brd. 

Cleckheaton.—Francis W. Birkett & Sons, Ltd., 
propose building new factory on site near present 
premises and have received necessary licence. 


RUBBER 
FLOORING 
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Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 
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Consett.—U.D.C. to build 98 houses at Leadgate, 
Architect is J J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., Black: 
hill, Consett. 

Cumberland.—C.C. to erect 126 police houses on 
various sites, at est. cost of £271,711. 

Derby.—T.C. recommended to approve expendi- 
ture of £15,000 for accommodation of cattle at 
market, and £15,000 for first instalment of Mack- 
worth estate sec. mod. sch. 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. approved layout for 18 hoiises 
at Wychbold; four, Bradley Green; six, Tibberton; 
eight flats, Fernhill Heath and two bungalows at 
Hanbury. 

Durham.—Cty. A., Court-la., has prepared plans 
for additions to Chopwell West cty., Consett cty, 
inf., Sacriston cty. boys’ and inf., and Wingate 
A. J. Dawson gram! gchs. 

Eccles.—L. Gardner & Sons, Lid., Barton Hall 
Engine Works, Gorton-st., propose extensions to 
works. 

Exeter.—City S., 7, Southernby West, has pre- 
pared plans for 44 dwellings at Vaughan-rd. and 9 
at Beacon-la. site. q 

Failsworth.—Lancs C.C. propose erection of two 
new schs. G. Noel Hill, Cty. A.. Preston. 

Filey —U.D.C. approved plans for new factory at 
Muston-rd. estate, for Filey Printers, I.td. 

Gateshead.—Housing Com. has approved plan for 
28 houses at End-rd. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Hemel Hempstead.—C. E. Culpin & Partners, 
architects, 3, Southampton-pl., London, W.C.1, have 
prepared plans for 148 houses at Honshell Wood, 
for Development Corporation. : 

Heywood.—Lancs C.C. propose erection of new 
ambulance st&tion. : 

Hindley.—Lancs E.C. propose sec. mod. mixed 
sch. at Atherton-rd. ; : 

Hoole.—U.D.C. preparing bills of quantities for 
further 16 houses at Hoole House estate. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. has approved esti- 
mates for erection of 32 houses at Cellarhill estate; 
58 at Fence Houses estate; six aged persons’ cot- 
tages at Racecourse estate; six aged persons” houses 
at Dairy-la.; and six bungalows at Seaham-rd. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. propose nursery at Fieldhead 
Children’s Home to commence next June, at est. 
cost of £22,500. 

Lancs.—C.C. to approve plans for new voluntary 
sch. to replace inf. dept. of St. Gregory’s R.C. sch., 
Chorley, Weldbank. i ’ 

Leicester.—City Education Offices, Newark:st., 
have prepared plans for sec. mod. sch. at New 
Parks estate. “ 
Lwerpool.—Diocesan Board of Finance seek 
licence of £5,000 for restoration of Prescot Parish 
Church, and seek licences for erection of two 
churches and three mission halls. ; 

Macclesfield.—R.D.C. approved erection of new 
industrial building af Towers-rd., Poynton, for 
Twiggs Bros, 

Manchester.—Electro Refined Irons, Lid., propose 
new factory at Wythenshawe estate. t 

Nantwich.—R.D.C. to erect 48 houses at Wistas- 
ton Green. as etic... 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—British Glues & Chemicals, 
Ltd., White-st., Walker-on-Tyne, to build welfare, 
sanitary and canteen block at works. Architects 
are J. W. Hanson & Son, 123, Northumberland+t., 
Newcastle. 

Northallerton.—R.D.C. 
Brompton. F 

Norwich.—City A., City Hall, has prepared plans 
for 152 dwellings at North Park-av. site. : 

Oakham.—W. Rosser, A.. 20, Demgate, North- 
ampton, has prepared plans for jun. & inf. sch.. for 
Rutland C.C. . ; 

Oswestry.—R.D.C. to erect 30 miners’ houses in 
1952, and eight houses for completion of Penybryn 
site. 

Portsmouth.—T.C. have approved plans for Il 
flats at King’s-rd., Southsea; 64, Grosvenor-t., 
Southsea; six flats, 13 houses, and 21 garages; 
conversion of ward at St. Mary’s-hse., Milton, into 
four flats; revised layout of St. Luke’s Church Hall; 
proposed workshops, stores, and offices at Farling- 
ton; and the Landport Drapery and Bazaar De- 
partmental store at Commercial-rd. and Arundel-t. 

Portsmouth.—City A. has prepared plans for 116 
houses at Paulsgrove. | a 

Richmond.—B.C. to build 150 houses at Darling: 
ton-rd. ’ 

Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for alterations al 
73, Drake-st. to form new bank, for Ashton-under- 
Lyne and District Trustees Savings Bank; new 
office and lavatory accommodation at Sudden 
Mills, for Highams, Ltd.—B.C. propose maternity 
and child welfare clinic at Kirkholt. _ 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved plans for 
building at Rocksavage works for I.C.I., Ltd. 
Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool; block of eight shops, 
four flats and six garages at Heath-rd. South, for 
R. G. Orr, Sandyride House, Sunninghill, Bert 
and two-form entry prim. sch. at The Grange, or 
Cheshire E.C. U.D.C. propose additional 71 houses 
at The Limbsickle-la. site. . es 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—Richard Wylie, 51, Grainger-st. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for proposed_altera- 
tions and additions to Crawcrook United Services 

lub. . 

St. Helens.—Boro’ K. to prepare layout plans fot 
houses at Parr Hall Farm site. ; John 

Salford.—Halliday & Agate, architects, 14, ¢ ~ 
Dalton-st., Manchester, have prepared plans 10 
additional classrooms at Stott-la., Pendleton. 


propose 32 houses at 


amenity 





Salisburv.—T.C. propose 28 flats at Bemerton 
Heath. ; ee 
architects. 


Sheffield —Gollins, Melvin & Partners, arcnil i 
21, Russell-sq., W.C.1, have prepared plans for sec 
mod. boys’ sch., Hurtfield. 
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Skeaness.—T.C. to build 38 houses at St. Clement's 
state. 
° Smethwick.—B.C. propose erection of three blocks 
oi four-storey dwellings at Broomfield- and South-rd. 


site. ; 
Southport.—T.C. has received loan sanction of 
£64,187 for erection of 44 houses at Heathfield-rd., 
Birkdale, No. 14 site. : : 
Spennymoor.—Savings Bank is to be built to plans 
by Marshal] & Tweedy, Graingez-hse., Blackett-st., 
Newcasfle-on-Tyne. ; 
Sunderland.—Corporation has provided £12,000 for 
puilding new public Tibrary. iia 
Sunderland.—_R.D.C. propose building 100 houses 
al Ryhope; 72, Tunstall; 50, Hylton; 50, Castle- 
town; 22, Silksworth: and six at Herrington. 
Truro.—J. Snellgrove, 26, Coinagehall-st., 
Helston, has prepared plans for 32 housés on six 


sites. 

Wallisend.—B.C. to build 104 flats at est. cost of 

127,010. 

We aeet— Mt. E. Habershon, Boro’ E., has prepared 
plans for transport dept. garage. : F 

Warwickshire.—C.C. to include following schs. in 
193-4 programme:—Alderman Smith, cty. sec., 
Nuneaton, £140,000; Kenilworth North cty. J. & L., 
£43,120; Lyndon cty. sec. girls, Solihull, £135,000; 
North Precinct cty sec. (Rural), Leamington, 
£140,000; Shipston-on-Stour cty. sec., £80,000; extra 
classrooms at Castle Bromwich cty. jun., £8,000; 
and extension to Shottery Manor, Stratford-on-Avon, 
cty. high sch., £60,000. 

Reserve list :—Roseycombe cty. J. & I., £43,000; 
Camp Hill cty. jun., Nuneaton, £50,000; Wolston 
cty. sec., phase 1, £80,000; Stratford-rd. cty. jun., 
Warwick, £50,000; Riland-Bedford cty. sec., Sutton 
Coldfield, £50,000; further instalment of Nicholas 
Chamberlaine cty. sch., Bedworth £50,000; exten- 
sions at Atherstone cty. sec., £20,000; extensions to 
Swinnerton cty. Sec., Nuneaton, £20,000; Valley 
ety. inf., Solihull, £37,000; additional classrooms 
proposed at Ash Green cty. sec., Exhall; Harts- 
hill cty. inf.; laboratory at Atherstone cty. sec. ; 
completion of hal] of proposed sen. sch. at Kings- 
bury cty.; conversion of additional classrooms at 
Finham cty. J. & I.; classrooms at Redicap Heath 
cty. inf., Sutton ws and two classrooms at 

enley-in-Arden cty. 

"iicerten i. M. Lawson, _ Barras-bldgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for 
81 houses for. C. eee . 

Wigan —T.C. seek es of £5,503 for erection of 
children’s scattered homes. | 

Willesden.—B.C. to build eight flats at Sun-yd., 
to cost £17,248. 

Winchester.—Cty. A., The Castle, has prepared 
plans for proposed sch. of arts and crafts. 

Windsor.—Boro’ E. has prepared plans for 238 
houses at Clewer Hill-rd. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accep 

* Denotes recommended for acceptance. | 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

"Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


onted 





baths at Celynen 


Abercarn.—Erection of pithead 
C.B.: *W. & A. Davies, Ltd., 


Colliery, for 
Abersychan. ; 
Bradford.—64 houses at Bierley estate, for T.C.: 
“John Laing & Sons, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
£%,072. 

Brandon.—Erection of 60 houses at_Esh Winning, 
for U.D.C. Architect is F. Hedley, Council Offices, 
Langley Moor: *Direct Labour. 

Brighouse.—40 Gregory houses, for B.C.: *Gregory 
Flats, Ltd., £45,150. (Subject to M.H. and L.G. 
approval.) 

_Bromsgrove.—60 houses at Charford estate, for 

D.C.: *S. Smith & Co., Ltd., £88,500. 

Caernarvon.—_44 houSes at Cae Mur estate, for 
[.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Chester-le-Street.—Erection of ambulance depot, 
for Durham C.C.: *Wright & Kellett, Ltd., Ashley- 
ter., Chester-le-Street, £5,470. . 

Crewe.—14 shops and 12 flats at Middlewich-st. 
estate, for B.C.: *Cornes (Construction), Ltd., 
Stoke, £34,266; and 78 houses: *Direct Labour. 

Dagenham.—Erection of civic restaurant at Gores- 
ae: *E. J: Soule & Co., Main-rd., Romford, 

Durham.—Erection of fire brigade headquarters 
for C.C.: *Thomag Armstrong, Ltd., 16, Robson- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £28,160. 

Easington.—Erection of 14 houses 
for R.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Glasgow.—New buildings at Mill-st. for Graham 
and Wylie, Ltd. *Hamilton and Forbes, Ltd., 60, 
Hydepark-st., Anderston, Glasgow, W.C.3. 

Glasgow—New_ building for The Sheepbridge 
Stokes Liners, Ltd., Carmichael-st. *John Hill 
(Builders), Ltd.. 5, Yaylor-st., Parliamentary-rd., 
Dennistoun, Glasgow, C.4. 

Glasgow.—Erection of new houses at Sunnyside- 
dt. Norman M. MacFadzean, architect, 137, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2.  *John’ Lawrence 
(Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, W.C. 

Gosport.—Erection of (a) 12 flats at Haddricks- 
mill-td.; and (b) nine flats at Moor-cres., for 
UD.C.: (a) *M. J. Liddell & Sons, 36, Great North- 
td, Newcastle; (b) *Cussins, Ltd., The Drive, 
Gosforth. - 


at Wingate, 


Grantham.—33 houses for T.C.: 


*Rud Son, 
Lid. Wharf-rd. _ ¢ 


THE BUILDER 


Halesowen.—42 houses at Hasbury Farm estate, 
for 5.C.:. "m, J. Mucklow, Ltd., Haden Cross, 
Haden Hill, Halesowen, £61,158. 

. Hemsworth.—Erection of office building at West- 
field-rd., for M.O.1l.: *Henry Field & Son, Ltd., 
Stairfoot, Barnsley. 

Kirkham.—29 houses at Freckleton-+st., for U.D.C.: 
*Bowden & Chadderton, Ltd., Fleetwood-rd., Thorn- 
ton, Lanes, £44,194. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of a public school at 
Crookston housing site for the Glasgow Corpora- 
tion. John MacNab (F.), architect, 129, Bath-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. *Cowieson’s, Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

Liverpool.—Reconstruction of Port Warehouses 
M.829 at Grundy-st. and L.833 Luton-st. for Joynson 
(Liverepool) Warehouses, Ltd.: *Wm. Hall & Son, 
Ltd 


Liverpool.—320 houses at Speke for T.C.: *Unit 
Construction Co. Ltd. Bentham-dr., Liverpool, 
£490,796; 78 at Greenhill-rd., Allerton: *Peak Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., 49, Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead, 
£159,438. 

{London (Admiraity).—Particulars 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s 
Admiralty :— ; 

Worthy Down: Heating installation, The Bright- 
side Foundry & Engineering Co., Ltd., 92-94, St. 
Paul’s-rd., Southsea, Hants. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by Directorate of Contracts 
for week ended March 1:— 

Building work: F. B. Thackray & Co., Ltd., 
Huntingdon; R. Durtnell & Sons, Ltd,, Brasted, 
Kent; N. S. Farrall & Son (Hoylake), Ltd., Hoy- 
lake, Cheshire; Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Horsham, 
Sussex; J. Herbert Smith (Kidderminster), Lid., 


of contracts 
Department, 


Kidderminster; G. G. Middleton & Son, Lid., 
Worksop, Notts; Middlemiss Bros., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. General maintenance work: E. J. Logan 


(Putney), Ltd., London, S.W.15; A. W. Sinclair & 
Sons, Ltd.. Scarborough; F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., 
York. Electrical internal wiring: Johnson Pearce 
& Co., Ltd., London, N.W.6. 

L.C.C.—War damage repairs and improvements at 
Plumcroft County prim. school :— 

Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Crayford £25,150 


William Mills & Sons, Ltd., Greenwich 24,948 
Messrs. Hill & Gurr, Bromley a 23,984 
Whyatt (Builders), Lid., Wandsworth 23,883 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking... sat «. 23,837 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath... 23,720 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Woolwich ue ave nee ane ee wee 25,065 
Halse & Sons, Ltd.. Woolwich . 23,338 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... «- 22,707 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... ee 22,412 
Frederick Smith & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
Camberwell a sae ses ae 22,334 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd., Camberwell ... 22,234 
*J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon 21,595 


(The 
£21,859.) ; 
War damage repairs at Samuel Pepys County sec. 


school :— : 
& Co. (Weyhill), ne, 


comparable estimate of the architect’ is 


A. J. Dunning 
Woolwich ... 
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W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 7 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 39.897 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... --- 38,430 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 37.695 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 37,042 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth ... 36.917 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 35.975 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth ... -. 3,683 


*J.°& C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon pate eu , 
(The architect’s comparable estimate is £33,424.) 
Construction of foundations at King’s Park 

Comprehensive High School :— 
M, J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam... £59,534 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington ... 3 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone . 
Lavender McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park... 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd., Westminster igs oe 
Gough, Cooper & Co., Ltd., Wilmington ... 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... él 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Westminster 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... Se 

“Ee. H, Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 
(The architect’s comparable estimate is 


8 
a 





‘ 52.172 
, SIC : 51,745. 
Fabrication and delivery of the pre-cast ee or 


ous at Woodberry Down Comprehensive High 
Scnool :-— 
The Croft Granite, Brick & Concrete Co., 

Lid., nr. Leicester... a dns --- £40,437 
Stent Pre-Cast Concrete, Ltd., Dagenham... 36,948 
Dow-Mac (Products), Ltd., Stamford, Lin- 

colnshire — pe “a ai ies «+. 34,079 
Liverpool Artificial Stone Co., Ltd.. West. ~ 

minster at ae ee aad eR we 32,273 
*The Atlas Stone Co., Ltd., Westminster ...23336 
(The architect’s comparable estimate is £24,612.) 
{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts plac y M.O. 
for week ended February 23:— caainalnescsinis 
Gloucester: N.S.H.C, Hostel, Babdown, Tetbury, 
Exterior and jnterior decorations, Holborrow & 
Sons, Tetbury. Lancashire: Warrington, Erection of 


telephone exchange, Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., 
Dryden-st., Liverpool. Middlesex: Ponders End, 


Erection of telephone repeater station, Townsend & 
Collins, Ltd., 129, Gout-la., Enfield. Staffordshire : 
M/L Hostel, Tenscore-st., West Bromwich, Interior 
decorations, Ernest Nicholls. 36, Batts-rd.: Walsall. 
Wiltshire : M.O.S. & Camp Site, Alton Barnes, 
Alterations and decorations, Blackford & Son 
(Calne), Ltd., London-rd., Calne. Warwickshire : 
16th Tax District, Clay-la., Yardley,” Birmingham, 
Adaptations, S.W. Slaughter & Co., Ltd., 11-30 
Bridge-st. West, Birmingham. Yorkshire: Air 
Ministry, Crown Hotel, Harrogate, Interior paint- 
ing and decorations, Topham Bros., Ltd., 26, Oxford- 
st., Harrogate. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. during week ended February 23:— 
. Lancashire: Concrete work, Wm. Tomkinson & 
Son, Ltd., Liverpool. Cheshire : Hutting, H. 
Hampson, Chester. _ Lancashire: Painting, Geo. 
Jones & Son, Ltd., Liverpool. Middlesex : Concrete 
hutting, W. S. Try, Ltd., Uxbridge. 

Market Dravton.—16 houses at Langley Dale, and 
10 at Hodnet: *George A. Wood, Hodnet, £25,154; 
four at Calverhall: *George A. Poole, Newcastle 
Staffs, £6,640 , 
_Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 28 houses at 
Cleveland-gdns., Conway-dr., and Jenifer-gr. Archi- 
tects are Marshall & Tweedy, 3, Blackett-st., New- 
castle: *Wilkinson Bros., High-st., Gateshead. 

_Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 14 houses at Meri- 
dian-way. Architect is C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s- 
pi., Newcastle: *J. T. Bell & Son, Northumberland- 
pl., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 22 houses at 
W inchcombie-pl. Architects are Marshall & Tweedy, 
36, Blackett-st., Newcastle: *A. Potts, Henton-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of Salvation Army 
assembly hall at Whitehouse-rd., Newcasfle-on- 
Tyne: *J. T. Main, 298, Elswick-rd., Newcastle. 

Oswestry.—20 Gregory flats, for R.D.C.: *F. 
Roberts & Sons, Ltd., £28,956. 

Portsmouth.—36 homes for old people at Radnor- 
and Gloucester-sts., Southsea, and Duke-st., Land- 
port, for T.C.: *N. Ring & Co., Ltd., £44,863. 

Portsmouth.—Five houses at Radnor-st., for T.C.: 
*J. Day, £8,325. 

Portsmouth.—5é6 flats at Nelson-rd., Southsea, for 
T.C.: *H. E. Collins, Ltd., £154,000. 

Portsmouth.—Erection of laboratory and offices at 
Naval Research Station: *R. J. Winnicott, Ltd., 
Copnor-rd. 

Rushden.—32 Gregory flats, for U.D.C.: *R. 
Marriott, Ltd., Rushden, £36,423. 

Salford.—66 flats at Islington-st.: *Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Knutsford, Cheshire. 

Scottish Special Housing Ass0ciation, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between January 22 and February 18: 


Site Servicing. 
Rowardennan, Stirlingshire: John M. 
31, Station-rd., Milngavie, water supply. 


House Erection, 

Craigens, Cumnock: Scottish Gas Board, 91, 
Glaisnock-st., Cumnock, gas services; Dolphin-rd., 
Currie: Archibald Marshall, Kirknewton, fencing; 
Cuiken Burn, Penicuik: James Strang & Son, Fal- 
kirk, fencing; Mayfield, Saltcoats: Scottish Gas 
Board, Saltcoats, gas services; Haldane, Dunbar- 
tonshire: Scottish Gas Board, Alexandria, gas ser 
vices; Balornock, Glasgow: Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 
190, High-st., Kirkcaldy, fencing; Kinloch 
Rannoch, Perthshire. James Miller & Partners. 18, 
George-st., Edinburgh, all trades; Niddrie Mari- 
echal, Edinburgh; Crudens, Ltd., Olive Bank, Mus- 


Gardener, 
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selburgh, all trades; Hilton, Inverness: Scottish Gas 
Board, Monse-rd., Inverness, gas services; Stanley- 
td., Ardrossan; S&S. Electricity Board, Green- 
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FEDERATION 
OF MASTER |’ 
BUILDERS 
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THE BUILDER 


holm-st., Kilmarnock, electricity services; Muir- 
house, Ed inburgh ; Scottish Gas Board, Calton Hill, 
Edinburgh, gas services and pipes; Currie, 
lothian ; “Crudens, Ltd., Olive Bank, Musselburgh, all 
trades; Cuiken Burn, Penicuik : Crudens, Ltd., Olive 
Bank, Musselburgh, all trades: Muirhouse, Edin- 
burgh: S.E. Scotland Electricity Board, Edin- 
burgh, electricity services: Bellsmyre, Dumbarton: 
P. McKerracher & Sons, Glasgow, C.5, painter; 
Sighthill, Edinburgh: Scottish Gas Board, Calton 
Hull, Edinburgh, gas services: Muiredge, Buck- 
haven: D. Burns, 32-34, East Port, Dunfermline, 
plumber. 

Site Servicing by Direct Labour 

Carkeoch, Patna: road and footpath surfacing; 
Beith-rd., Johnstone: road and footpath surfacing ; 
— Kirkconnel: road and footpath sur- 
acin: 

Sleaford.—26 nee * Galley Hill estate, for 
U.D.C.: *Drury & . Ltd., Hillside estate site, 
Sleaford, £33,306 

Smethwick.—New kitchen building at Waterloo- 
rd. sch., for E.C.: *Fincher Stevens & Everton, 
Brierley Hill, £4,175. 

Stanley.—Alterations to fire station, for Dunham 
C.C. Plans by Cty. A., Court-la., Durham: *Thomp- 
son & Sons, Church Chare, Chester-le-Street, £6,211. 
ees Frege of new offices at Hagley: 

, for Worcs C.C,: H. Guest, Ltd., Stourbridge, 

949. 


Wandsworth.—In connection with the ae for 
the erection of 12 flats at Burmester-rd., for B.C., 
the tender figure of Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Merton 
High-st., S.W.19, ag published in our issue for 
February 29, was a reduced figure. The firm’s sub- 
mitted tender amounted to £30,013 lls. 5d., which 
the council reduced by a sum of £3,094 in order to 
reduce costs. 

West Bromwich.—Erection of Yew Tree C.P. sch., 
for E.C.: *Direct Labour, £40,797. 

Wolverhampton. —Erection of crematorium at 
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Mid- 


March 7 1952 


Bushbury, for T.C.: *MacKeand Smith & Co., Ltd 
Showelt-fd., Bushbury, £38,575 i 
Wolverhampton.—36 flats at gag site, for 


eee *A. F. R. Godfrey & Co., Ltd., 10, Clifton. 
, Wolverhampton, £25,953. 

s ootwich. —Conversion of the Wildnerness, Cant- 
well-rd., Plumstead, into flats, for B.C. :— 

Gibson & Farmer ... k way .. £10,317 
L. H. Mildwater & Sons ra 9371 
Luckett & Son, Ltd. Ss Sete ROE 
J. CrUDCS BONS cma aes, ays TS 
J. A. Proctor, Ltd. % 7,912 


Progress Estates, Ltd... 7,665 
Worcestershire.—Erection of new offices at ‘Hag tley- 
rd., Stourbridge, for C.C.: *J. Taylor & Son 
(Builders), Lye, £6,949. 


Worksop.—36 houses at Carlton, for R.D.C.: 
*Dernie & Bell, Ltd., 17, Mount-ave., Worksop, 
£53,082. 

Worksop.—34 houses and two ag at 


Beckett-ave., | Carlton-in- lee Sn R.D.C.: 
*“Dernic & Bell, Worksop, £47,24 

Wrexham.—301 dwellings at Ewe Park estate, 
for T.C.: *Thos. Warrington & Sons, Ltd., 94, 
Station- rd., Ellesmere Port, £357,183 


for 
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